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ELEVEN Labour MPs have recently added their support to the campaign to get Andrew 
Brons sacked from his job as college lecturer. Students at Harrogate College of Further 
Education have been organising for over a year now; on 18 February they held a 
demonstration attended by 500 other students from all over the country, the biggest crowd 
so far. ey 

Brons, who has been leader of the Front since March 1980, has been teaching govern- 
ment and politics in the college for over 10 years, and he was a student there when he was 
younger. The college principal, Mr Peter Drake, has always defended Brons’ right to teach, 
whatever his political views. When Searchlight spoke to him in April 1980, he told us that 
while he deplored the views of the National Front, he found Brons ‘‘a very pleasant chap, 
always on time and never politically biased in a classroom situation’’. 

Since that time there have been several changes. Brons has several YNF members in his 
class. One of them, Steve Gaunt, was until the end of last year Leeds YNF organiser — he 
is studying part time for politics and maths ‘O’ level. In 1980 he was given an 18 month 
sentence for causing actual bodily harm after he attacked ANL supporters on a coach at a 
motorway service station. Before that he was ‘business manager’ of British News, the racist 
and anti-semitic paper of Eddie Morrison’s British National Party. You don’t need an ‘O’ 
level to see that he has signed on as a student to give support to Brons. 

The half a dozen or so YNF students in the college now produce a paper called College 
Front, most of which is devoted to defending the NF, and protesting about free speech, 
democracy and discrimination for political beliefs. Other NF propaganda has been 
distributed in the college and anti-racist students have protested. Peter Drake told them 
that there was nothing wrong with National Front members attending lectures (‘‘Their 
political affiliations are not our concern’’) and that the NF literature has mostly been hand- 
ed out in answer to the far left. Early on in the campaign, some students received threaten- 
ing letters and at least one was physically threatened. The principal was sympathetic, but 
not prepared to take any action because it could not be proved who the anonymous 
letters came from. 

Now there are signs that the campaign is being taken up outside the student movement. 
Stan Thorne, MP for Preston South, told the Times Higher Education Supplement, ‘‘1 
think the local authorities will have to face up to the fact that it cannot go on maintaining 
Mr Brons in his present position in view of his very vocal statements in stirring up racism’’. 

Brons has always been very careful to be seen as a moderate, democratic, mild-mannered 
man. But what Mr Drake and others who support the right of racists and fascists to teach 
politics are overlooking is that he is not just a member, but the /eader of a party which is 
doing its best to stir up racial violence. The YNF paper, whose editor Joe Pearce has 
recently been jailed under the Race Relations Act, was fully endorsed by the older leaders 
of the NF. So too are the gutter NF papers that have been appearing all over the country, 
especially New Order, with its jokes about lampshades, and South London News with its 
adverts for weapons that kill. Now Brons is attracting young racists and fascists into the 
college where he supposedly leaves his politics outside the door. 

We suggest that everyone who sympathises with the students who simply don’t want to 
be taught by the leader of the NF, should write to the college principal explaining why 
Brons is not fit to be a teacher. 


The Principal 

Harrogate College of Further Education 
Haywra Crescent 

HGI1 3BG. 
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Hiding his face, Reed-Herbert flees from 
Sunday Tribune reporter. Jerry Kennelly 


Reed-Herbert 
run to ground 


ANTHONY REED-HERBERT’S 
scheme to flee to Ireland to begin a new 
life, exposed in last month’s Sear- 
chlight, is rapidly collapsing around his 
ears. 

Following our revelations that he had 
bought a remote farmhouse in the west of 
Ireland, where he intended to settle to avoid 
prosecution for his part in the Leicester- 
based nazi gun ring (featured on World in 
Action last year), Reed-Herbert was forced 
to cut short his preparations for the great 
escape and dash off across the Irish sea. 

Within days, however, he was tracked 
down to his Dingle Bay hideout by jour- 
nalists from the Dublin Sunday Tribune. 
When Tribune Foreign Editor Paddy Pren- 
diville knocked at the door, it was opened 
by Reed-Herbert’s fellow nazi and business 
associate Ray Hill, who claimed that he was 
‘Geoff Clark’, and was only renting the cot- 
tage for a few days holiday. He slammed 
the door in their faces. 

But eventually they found Reed-Herbert 
wh a telephone box in a nearby 


age. Challenged by the reporter that he 

implicated in a gun running plot in 
gland, Reed-Herbert covered his face, 
screamed ‘‘I have nothing to say’’ several 
times, and raced off to his car. There 
followed a 90mph car chase across County 
Kerry, during which, at one point, the in- 
censed fugitive attempted to ram the jour- 
nalists’ car. 

Reed-Herbert may now have reached the 
end of the road. His fellow nazi John 
Grand Scrutton, who has the evidence 
which could convict Reed-Herbert and 
several others, has now returned to England 
and given himself up to police in Leicester. 
He is believed to have made a full statement 
about his involvement in the plot to supply 
guns to World in Action’s American in- 
filtrator. A police spokesman told the Sun- 
day Tribune that following enquiries in 
Leicester, Derby, Manchester and Liver- 
pool, several people would face arms 
charges in the near future. 


P) 
LONDON: 


WANTED 
ITALIANS 
TURNED 
LOOSE 


EXTRADITION proceedings in 
London against seven Italian 
fascists wanted in Italy for 
serious terrorist offences ended 
in January with the cases 
against them being thrown out. 
All seven were released and are 
currently living in London. 

The seven whose extradition had 
been requested by the Italian govern- 
ment were Roberto Fiore, Marcello de 
Angelis, Stefano Tiraboschi, Massimo 
Morsello, Marinella Rita, Amadeo de 
Francisci and Elio Giallombardo. All 
were alleged to have been members of 
Third Position and variously, of the 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) 
and an armed group within FUAN, the 
MSI youth wing. 

The request for their extradition was 
turned down largely as a result of the quali- 
ty of the evidence put forward by the Italian 
authorities, who relied heavily on the 
unsworn testimony of former associates of 
the accused fascists. 

The charges against them were: 

Fiore and de Angelis — attempted 
murder, six counts of arson and three arm- 
ed robberies including an arms raid at the 
Omnia gunshop in Rome. 

Tiraboschi — four armed robberies, in- 
cluding the Omnia raid, and four car thefts. 

Morsello — the Omnia raid, and three ar- 
son attacks on cars. 

Rita — the Omnia raid and an arson 
attack on a cinema. 

De Francisci — the Omnia raid. 

Giallombardo — the Omnia raid. 

According to the Italian authorities, 
Roberto Fiore had been the ideological and 
operational leader of the group. He had 
decided that they should be self-financing 
and was in overall command of the series of 
armed robberies which were to achieve this. 
Although he did not personally participate 
in most of these raids, he had the final say 
as to which members of the team would 
carry out particular operations. He took 
charge of the proceeds of the robberies, and 
was involved in organising the stockpiling 
of the group’s weapons. Testimony to this 
effect had been given to Italian police by 
Eleanor Venditti, who had been his 
girlfriend from November 1977 until 
August 1978, and who claimed that she had 
been shown a gun and ammunition when 
attempts were made to recruit her to Third 
Position. 


Before his involv Foun Third Posi- 
tion, Fiore had worked with Mario Tuti on 
the journal Quex. Tuti was later convicted 
for a bomb attack on the Italicus train in 
1974. The NAR commando which blew up 
Bologna railway station in 1980 claimed to 
have carried out the operation in his 
‘honour’. 

It was after the Bologna attack that the 
group fled to England. In statements to the 
police they claimed to have arrived 
separately, unaware that others had also 
sought refuge here. It was, they said, only 
by chance that they met up in London. 

Marsello, for instance, claimed to have 
arrived by himself, and only to have met 
Giallombardo by chance after living alone 
for some time in a Putney bedsit. Together 
with Marinella Rita they moved into a 
rented house at 11, Butler Road in Harrow. 
According to neighbours, a number of 
other Italians stayed at the house at various 
times. ‘‘It was like Butlins’’, said one. De 
Francisci, his girlfriend, and Tiraboschi 
meanwhile, were living at 12 
Rickmansworth Road in nearby Pinner. 
Fiore and De Angelis were arrested when 
they turned up at Morsello’s house while it 
was being raided by police, having travelled 
to Harrow from their own house in 
Lambert Road, Brixton. 


Roberto Fiore. 


All of them deny having had any contact 
with British fascists, but it is known that 
some of them turned up at a League of St 
George social in Acton in February last 
year, and at least one Italian fugitive receiv- 
ed help from League officer Keith Thomp- 
son, who provided him with a list of names 
and addresses of people who might help 
him. A list of 19 names and addresses was 
amongst the exhibits put into court by the 
police during the extradition hearing. 

It is also reported that police found 
significant sums of money — about £2,000 
— in their possession, even though those 
that were actually employed worked only in 
badly paid catering jobs, usually in pizza 
restaurants. 

Since the case ended, four of the defen- 
dants have established a right-wing com- 
mune in Santley Street, Brixton. The other 
two, Fiore and de Angelis, have gone to 
ground and disappeared. 

Police believe that up to 23 other Italian 
fugitives may be hiding in Britain. 


4 
Police chief withdraws from engagement 


with racists — 


NAZI LEAFLET AT WISE MEETING 


A REMARKABLE political coup 
by the pro-repatriation group 
WISE has been foiled. At their 
most recent meeting, it was an- 
nounced that the Chief Constable 
of Merseyside, Mr Kenneth Ox- 
ford, was to have addressed the 
group — which brings together 
Racist Right Tories with members 
of NF splinter groups — on 29 
May. 


Obviously, it would have been of 
particular significance for Oxford to 
have addressed WISE, in view of the 
fillip that last summer’s disturbances in 
Liverpool gave to the repatriation lob- 
by. 

Sadly, Oxford was alerted to the 
public interest that had been shown in 
his acceptance of the invitation, and 
has now decided not to attend. It is — 
from his point of view — a sensible 
decision. 

Joan Mason, secretary of WISE (which 
stands for ‘‘Welsh Irish Scots English’’) an- 
nounced the Oxford meeting at a meeting 
of the group on 23 January in Central Hall, 
Westminster. (She also announced a 
meeting planned for 26 March, to be ad- 
dressed by Father Lewis, a well-known 
apologist for the white South African 
regime). The January meeting was address- 
ed by Ashton Gibson, the West Indian who 
went on the front page of the News of the 
World to announce his scheme for black 
repatriation. Gibson, who has a criminal 
record, explained to the audience that he 
was suffering from schizophrenia at the 
time the offence was committed. 


Nazis and Tory right 


Chairing the meeting was Kenneth 
McKilliam, of John Tyndall’s New Na- 
tional Front, who has chaired WISE 
meetings in the past, and whose close, in- 
stitutional involvement with WISE 
demonstrates the way in which the group 
united the Racist Tory Right (Lady Jane 
Birdwood, Joan Mason, George Kennedy 
Young and MPs like Ronald Bell and 
Harvey Proctor), with openly nazi groups 
like the NNF and the National Front Con- 
stitutional Movement. (The latter group 
was represented at this meeting by Paul 
Kavanagh and recently ex-member Andrew 
Fountaine; both have attended previous 
WISE meetings, and Fountaine proposed 
the vote of thanks to Harvey Proctor MP at 
a meeting last year). The para-military nazi 
Right was also represented, in the form of 
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former British Movement heavy Tony 
Malski. 

Despite the obvious presence of known 
nazis, WISE leaders have attempted in the 
past to play down its connections. On this 
occasion, however, Joan Mason was unable 
to restrain Kenneth McKilliam from a suc- 
cession of openly anti-semitic utterances, or 
from distributing a viciously anti-semitic 
leaflet, alleging that Jews ran the American 
slave trade. This pamphlet, indented with 
the address of ‘‘The Board of Anglo- 
Saxon-Celtic Deputies’? (McKilliam’s ob- 
vious parody of the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews) was in fact a photocopy of the 
front page of an American leaflet 
distributed by the Thunderbolt, the 
outspoken neo-nazi paper of the National 
States Rights Party, whose leader J.B. 
Stoner is now in jail for his part in the bom- 
bing of a black church in Birmingham, 
Alabama in the early ’60s. The copied por- 
tion of the Thunderbolt leaflets purports to 
be an article by a Black pastor from 
Chicago, who claims that ‘‘the history 
about slavery and the Jews has been 
carefully concealed for years for the Jews 


master plan of the complete take-over’’, 
concluding with the thought that ‘‘the 
endless anti-Jew persecutions down 
through history have been the EX- 
LAXING of the deadly tapeworm from the 
agonised bodies of the Non-Jew people at- 
tacked by the Jew tapeworm’’. 

The controversial Chief Constable is well 
out of it. 


Harvey Proctor 


Other WISE activists have been unable to 
keep silent recently, either. On 14 January, 
WISE speaker Harvey Proctor told a 
meeting in Billericay that ‘‘immigrant bir- 
ths’’ would lead to communal friction that 
would make the Brixton riots look like ‘‘a 
U trailor for an X certificate film’’. 

He went on: ‘‘Within a few years no-go 
areas for the police will necessitate the 
deployment of army units on the streets of 
our capital and other big cities, and the im- 
position of night curfews and other pro- 
foundly un-English authoritarian measures. 
The capacity for exploitation of such a 
situation by white and black power groups 
will be legion’’. 


THE TRUTH BEHIND YOUR 


ROOT 


The history about slavery and the Jews has been carefully concealed for 
years for the Jews have for many years been arousing the Negroes in order 
that the Black race might be used as revolutionists to help them take over 
and rule the world. After that is accomplished the Jews then plan to again 
ENSLAVE THE BLACKS when their usefulness has ceased except as SLAVES. 4 


Now read on. 


The heading of McKilliam’s leaflet taken from Thunderbolt. 


have for many years been arousing the 
Negroes in order that the Black race might 
be used as revolutionists to help them take 
over and rule the world’’. The article goes 
on to claim that slavery was run by the Jews 
(‘‘Let’s not have the Jew deceive us into 
slavery again’’), and, of course, that the 
nazi holocaust is ‘‘the greatest lie ever 
told’’. 


Jewish conspiracy theory 


Even more blatant is the back page of the 
original American leaflet, which McKilliam 
saw fit not to copy and distribute. Bringing 
the Jewish conspiracy theory up to date, 
Thunderbolt outlines ‘‘the whole Jewish 
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McKilliam’s address reprinted on the WISE 
leaflet. 
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TWO Tory MPs are joining Watford 
Anti-Racist Committee’s call for an in- 
quiry into why John Deighton, a man 
closely associated with British Move- 
ment, was allowed to remain in the 
Territorial Army. Watford ARC has 
written to Minister of State for the 
Armed Forces, Peter Blaker, asking 
him to investigate claims that the TA 
may have been infiltrated by members 
of BM. 

In September 1981 Searchlight reported 
that there was evidence that members of 
BM were infiltrating the TA to obtain 
special training. Now Watford MP Tristan 
Garel-Jones and Richard Page, MP for 
South West Herts, are showing their con- 
cern by calling for a government inquiry. 
Mr Garel-Jones said he wanted to know 
“exactly what procedures the Army has to 
make sure its ranks are not infiltrated by ex- 
tremists’’. 

The call for the investigation follows the 
conviction of Deighton on a firearms 
charge, weeks after a local inquiry into his 
TA unit, also requested by the ARC, 
dismissed allegations that he or certain 
other part-time soldiers were also members 
of British Movement. Deighton has since 
left the TA so he will not now face 
disciplinary charges. 

At Watford Magistrates Court (in early 
February), Deighton admitted possessing a 
prohibited weapon. The court was told that 
when police raided his home last May, he 
handed over shotgun cartridges, a .22 bullet 
and an 8mm German tear gas pistol. A 
police balistics expert said that attempts had 
been made to enlarge the barrel, and that 
the gun was a type sold over the counter in 
several European sports and gun shops. 
Deighton told police that the gun had 
belonged to a lodger. He was fined £20 on 
the ammunition charge and a further £70 
for the pistol. He was ordered to pay £144 
in costs. 

The court were not told, however, of 
Deighton’s political activities and his close 
association with Tony Malski, who had 
been the lodger at Deighton’s home and 
was a member of British Movement. The 
prosecution counsel later admitted that he 
had not been informed of Deighton’s nazi 
background. 

Deighton’s involvement with British 
Movement is confirmed by Watford ARC, 
who have kept a close watch on fascists in 
the area. He stood as a NF candidate in the 
1979 Three Rivers District Council elec- 
tions, but switched allegiance to BM soon 
afterwards when the NF split up. His 
house, on an estate in South Oxhey, is in 


the same road as a pub, the Dick Whit- 
tington, which was until recently a meeting 
place for NF and BM supporters. Racist at- 
tacks on Asian shops are common in that 
part of Watford (see page 18). 


Soldiers threaten black family 


TWO Royal Greenjackets face disciplinary 
action from the army because of their in- 
volvement in a racist attack on a West In- 
dian family. Steven Murphy, 20, from Blet- 
chley and Mark Reddin, 21, from Birm- 
ingham, were warned of this by their 
solicitor after they had been found guilty, 
along with three other youths, of using 
threatening, abusive and insulting words 
and behaviour. They were both fined £120; 
Simon Skeet, 19, and David Branston, 20, 
from Bletchley, were also fined £120, while 
the fifth, Brian Romans, was fined £150. 

The incident happened when the Forbes 
family were returning late at night from the 
Notting Hill Carnival last year. The court 
was told that the five men shouted abuse at 
them and called Mr Forbes a ‘black 
bastard’. When a terrified Mr Forbes 
retaliated by throwing a brick at one of 
them, they threatened to return and burn 
their house down. 

Simon Skeet told police that he attended 
meetings of the November 9th Society, run 
in Bletchley by Terry Flynn, a self-styled 
nazi Kommandant. Flynn is known in the 
Milton Keynes area for his attempts to 


John Deighton. 


organise skinheads. Last year he sent them 
to Southend on spring bank holiday equip- 
ped with racist and nazi leaflets. 

Three youths from Bletchley have since 
been charged and sentenced for their attack 
on a Southend Asian man. Nathan Prit- 
chard, 17, Steven Jones, 18, and Stephen 
Milne, 18, were among a group of 40 
skinheads who chased 50 year old Abdul 
Garni, shounting sieg heils. One of them 
put his foot on Garni’s neck while the 
others kicked and robbed him. 

Pritchard was sentenced to four year’s 
detention and Jones and Milne to three 
months. Judge Martyn Ward told Southend 
Crown Court that the attack was “‘hideous, 
it was monstrous, it was cowardly, it was, 
above all, racialist’’. 

Flynn has himself been in court recently, 
on a charge of damaging another man’s car. 
He was acquitted, however, mainly on the 
evidence that he was wearing carpet slippers 
and could not have made dents in the car 
door. The car owner, Mr Fred Rainbow, 
alleged that Flynn had made the attack 
when he had called to see if his son, Kevin, 
was at Flynn’s home. Stony Stratford 
magistrates found Flynn not guilty and 
dismissed the case. . 


Ex-soldier wore racist sticker 


IN Crawley, Sussex, an ex-soldier was jailed 
for 13 weeks for displaying abusive writing 
with intent to provoke a breach of the peace 
and for another offence of stealing £700 
worth of jewellery from the home of a 
Crawley woman. Ronald Craine, 23, of no 
fixed address, was arrested after parading 
round a shopping centre with a ‘skins hate 
wogs’ sticker on his forehead. 

Defending Crane, Keith Goodhand told 
the court that he had found it difficult ad- 
justing to civilian life, and regretted that he 
had ever had to leave the army. (He had 
been discharged on compassionate grounds 
because of problems with his girlfriend.) He 
said that Craine now hoped to join a 
military unit in Saudi Arabia. 


DAVID IRVING: A MAN 


DAVID IRVING — the man who 
claimed that Hitler knew nothing of 
the Holocaust — is going into 
politics. For years, Irving has 
titillated the press with hints about 
his political ambitions (in 
September 1970, he told the Sunday 
Times that ‘‘I’m going to the top, 
there’s no question’’). Now it is 
possible to reveal his plans, which 
revolve around the ‘‘Focus Policy 
Group’’, an organisation founded 
in 1980, ‘‘with the basic aim of 
preserving the country’s national 
heritage’’. 

Over recent months, the following 
significant facts about Focus and Irv- 
ing himself have emerged: 

@ The Group was founded following 
a number of meetings of the extreme- 
right-wing Clarendon Club, addressed 
by Irving and attended by a number of 
members of the neo-nazi League of St. 
George. 


Fi 


Addressing the throng in England... 
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@ The Group is planned to operate 
on the lines of the American New 
Right, employing sophisticated 
computer-mailing techniques, both to 
recruit members and publicise its cause 
in the media. 


@ To this end, Irving has announced 
plans to buy up the mailing lists of 
right-wing organisations and Irving’s 
material has already been sent to in- 
dividuals subscribing to the Racist 
Right group WISE and the anti- 
Holocaust Historical Review Press. 


@Focus’ journal Focal Point. is 
distributing literature from a number 
of extreme right organisations, such as 
WISE and Tory Action, and is also 
distributing a publication edited by a 
long-standing National Front member. 


@ In addition to his contacts with the 
British Ultra-Right, Irving has made 
frequent visits to Germany over the last 
three years, where he has addressed 
meetings of extreme right German 


organisations, two of which deny that 
the Holocaust of the Jews occurred. 


@ Finally, it is clear from Focal 
Point that the two cornerstones of the 
Focus Policy Group’s propaganda are, 
first, the rewriting of the history of the 
Second World War, and, second, the 
campaign to ‘‘repatriate’’ Britain’s 
black population. 


Slippery 


On BBC’s Newsnight programme (in June 
1981), David Irving stated that his historical 
writings of the last 20 years had been in- 
tended ‘‘to establish the fact that I’m 
relatively fearless about my views and opi- 
nions’’. Certainly the corpus of work he has 
produced has provoked considerable con- 
troversy. His first book, The Destruction of 
Dresden, contained a grossly inflated figure 
for the numbers killed by allied bombing, a 
figure that Irving subsequently retracted. 
His fourth book, The Destruction of Con- 
voy PQI7, led to a libel case in which the 
Captain of the Convoy’s escort was award- 
ed £40,000 damages from Irving, and dur- 
ing which the judge, Mr Justice Lawton, 
described Irving as ‘‘a slippery and fly 
character’? (during Irving’s unsuccessful 
appeal, Lord Justice Phillimore called Irv- 
ing a ‘“‘grasping, conceited and foolish 
young man’’). 

But it was with the publication of Hitler’s 
War in 1977 that Irving shot to prominence, 
with his extraordinary claim that Hitler was 
ignorant of the Holocaust (Irving does not, 
however, deny that the Holocaust 
occurred). In addition to this claim, the 
German version of the book contained an 
introduction stating that ‘‘many forgeries 
are among records, including “The Diary of 
Anne Frank’ ”’’, and allegation withdrawn 
from later editions by the publishers (who 
were also obliged to pay compensation to 
Anne Frank’s father Otto). Undeterred, Ir- 
ving told the Daily Mirror in November 
1979, two years after the publication of 
Hitler’s War, that he remained ‘‘doubtful 
of the authenticity’ of the Diary, and had 
asked Otto Frank for sight of the original 
manuscript. 

Following Hitler’s War, Irving continued 
to publish historical works concerned with 
the war period, and also a study of the 
Hungarian revolution of 1956 (Uprising!, 
and distinguished by its concentration on 
the Jewish origins of the Communist leader- 
ship). He is now writing a biography of 
Churchill which may well reflect his view, 
stated in the Sunday Times,, that ‘‘Chur- 
chill is frying in hell with Truman and Stalin 
and Hitler’’ (6 September 1970). Following 
the completion of the Churchill book, Irv- 
ing intends to move into practical politics 
more or less full-time. 


MEETS HIS DESTINY? 


Some clues as to the nature of Irving’s 
politics can be gleaned from his books: 
others from his very earliest writings, in two 
student magazines at Imperial College, 
London. The first was called Phoenix, and 
was edited by the then 20-year-old Irving 
for a short period in 1958. In an editorial 
headed ‘‘Ignorance is Bliss’’, Irving argued 
that ‘‘available education should be con- 
centrated on providing a super education 
for the intelligensia, with a purposeful, yet 
positive, near-illiteracy for the masses’’; he 
went on to state that ‘‘the proletariat can- 
not be educated completely; therefore it 
should not be educated at all’’. Irving’s se- 
cond foray into journalism occurred in 
1959, when he took over the editorship of a 
rag magazine (Carnival Times) and produc- 
ed a supplement containing articles in 
defence of apartheid (‘‘seldom has there 
been a concept so confused, a cause so lost, 
as that of racial integration’’) and in praise 
of Oswald Mosley’s vision of ‘‘a strong 
European union working for peace’’. (The 
supplement also contained advertisements 
from the South African Government and 
the Mosleyite journal Action). The latter 
piece demonstrates that Irving started revis- 
ing the Second World War early: 


Clarendon Club 


“‘Great Britain has often been in the 
wrong’’, he wrote. ‘‘Somehow we found 
ourselves lined up with the Bolsheviks in a 
fight against the first great unifying force 
Europe has known in six hundred years, 
and we barely scraped a victory’’. This vi- 
sion of a united Europe, ‘‘Hitler’s ideal in 
the 1930s’’, was, of course, opposed by 
‘*the organs of the National Press owned by 
Jews ... The formation of a European 
union is interpreted as an attempt at 
building a group of superior peoples, and 
the Jews have always viewed with suspicion 
the emergence of any ‘master race’ (other 
than their own, of course)’’. And the solu- 
tion, too, was clear: ‘‘We need a leader in 
this land: we need a leader in Europe. A 
leader who can rise above the pettiness of 
party politics, a leader who has the courage 
to do what he thinks will serve the future of 
Europe and the Nation best’’. 

On 1 May 1959, following the scandal 
that resulted from the Carnival Times, the 
Daily Mail quoted Irving as follows: 

“I belong to no political party. But you 
can call me a mild fascist if you like. I have 
just come back from Madrid. I had a fine 
time. I returned through Germany and 
visited Hitler’s eyrie at Berchtesgarden, I 
regard it as a shrine’’. 

Irving has strenuously denied the ac- 
curacy of that quotation — particularly on 
relatively recent occasions when it was re- 
quoted in Private Eye and the Sunday 
Express. (He has never denied his author- 


ship of the relevant articles in Phoenix and 
Carnival Times). But whether or not Irving 
was a ‘‘mild fascist’’ in the late "50s, he was 
certainly prepared to associate with some 
distinctly unmild nazis in the late ’70s and 
early 80s. 

On 30 March 1979, for instance, Irving 
was the speaker at a dinner given by the 
Clarendon Club at the Portman Hotel, 
London W1. The Club is supposed to be no 
more than a dining organisation for Ox- 
bridge graduates, but the attendance list ex- 
posed it as something rather different. 
Among those present at the dinner, during 
which Irving put forward his thesis that 
history was being distorted to put the Se- 
cond World War allies in a more favourable 
light than they deserved, were the follow- 
ing: ; 

Tim Beardson, former National Front 
prospective parliamentary candidate for 
Westminster; 

Tony Webber, former National Front 
Directorate Member and also a parliamen- 
tary candidate; 

Mike Griffin, a former Mosleyite and 
now leader of the Nazi League of St. 


George (and the man involved in the plot to 
provide safehouses for German and Italian 
fascists on the run). 

John Ormowe, who attended a rally of 
the nazi Northern League in Brighton in 
1970, and was later expelled from the right- 
wing conservative Monday Club for his ex- 
tremist views; and 

Ian Souter-Clarence, a veteran fascist 
closely involved with Column 88. 

If disturbed by the personnel, or their 
conversation in a West End bierkeller after- 
wards, Irving was certainly able to suppress 
his misgivings, because on 1 February 1980 
he again addressed the Clarendon Club, 
where the guest list included Griffin, 
Souter-Clarence and Ormowe, and also the 
following: 

Robin Rushton, a tax exile, owner of a 
large insurance firm, and former Moselyite; 

Steve Brady, of the League of St. 
George; 

Lucy Roberts, a Ministry of Defence 
translator and another former Moselyite, 
whose home has been the venue for a 
number of Hitler Birthday commemora- 
tions; 
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Henry Jones Davis, again of the League 
of St. George, who chaired the meeting 
section of the dinner; and 

Tony Malski, then in the British Move- 
ment, and well-known for his involvement 
with European terrorists. (Following the 
meeting, Malski violently attacked a 
photographer whom he suspected of 
photographing the guests). 

On this occasion, Irving did not restrict 
himself to history; although he spoke about 
his forthcoming Churchill book, he also an- 
nounced his intention to establish a study 
group to determine whether it was possible 
to form a new political party. He said that it 
would be funded from the proceeds of his 
writing, and that he was looking to those 
present for support. 

And in January 1981, Irving himself 
booked a room in the Europa Hotel for a 
similar, but smaller meeting, chaired by 
John Ormowe. In the intervening period, a 
‘“‘study group’’ has indeed been established 
by Irving: it was called the Focus Policy 
Group. 


Sore point 


Over the last three years, Irving has also 
forged connections with the extreme right 
in Germany. In October 1978, he addressed 
a meeting of the Gesellschaft Fiir Freie 
Publizistik (GFP) at Frankfurt on the sub- 
ject of ‘‘Adolf Hitler: A Sore Point in Ger- 
man Historiography’’; he also addressed 
GFP meetings in May 1979 (at Munich and 
Coburg), and a much larger number of 
meetings throughout West Germany in Oc- 
tober of the same year. 

According to the authoritative anti- 
fascist source-book Russell-Reihe, the GFP 
(Society for Journalistic Freedom) was 
founded in September 1960 by former SS 
members of the ‘‘Mutual Support Associa- 
tion of the Waffen-SS’’. The initial aim of 
the organisation was to mount a propagan- 
da offensive against the Centre for the Pur- 
suance of Nazi Criminals in Ludwigsburg, 
and the organisation has formed a bridge 
between former Nazi Party members and 
the German ‘‘New Right’’. 

From other sources, it emerges that the 
GFP, which was addressed by pre-war 
British Fascist leader Oswald Mosley in 
1973, was also set up to revise the history of 
Germany’s role in the war, and to promote 
the publication of war memoirs. The 
flavour of their propaganda can be 
gathered from the fact that, in May 1978, 
the GFP held a conference in Kessell with 
the title ‘‘Treason and Opposition in the 
Third Reich’’, during which one speaker 
complained that ‘‘a masochistic cult has 
been whipped up around the guilt ascribed 
solely to Hitler’s Germany’’ and spoke of 
anti-Hitler Germans who ‘‘poured scorn on 
the people’s widespread enthusiasm of that 
time and stabbed Hitler in the back ... 
thereby unscrupulously compounding high 
treason with betrayal of their country’’. 
And in 1979, the GFP journal Freie Forum 
reviewed three anti-Holocaust books (in- 
cluding Arthur Butz’ notorious The Hoax 
of the Twentieth Century), concluding that 
‘anyone who has been through the books 
reviewed here will find it difficult to believe 
in mass-murder at Auschwitz’’. 


Irving and fan in Hamburg. 


Another extreme-right group that seeks 
to deny the Holocaust is the Deutsche 
Volksunion, led by Gerhard Frey, who is 
also proprietor of the DVU’s newspaper 
National-Zeitung, which has a number of 
classic anti-Holocaust books on its booklist 
(along with SS War Memoirs and the of- 
ficial SS Veterans Calendar), and which ac- 
tually serialised Butz’ book, under the 
heading ‘‘The Truth About Hitler’s Con- 
centration Camps’’. As pointed out by the 
Stuttgart-Zeitung (12 December 1981), the 
10,000 strong DVU aims ‘“‘to ensure, 36 
years after the Second World War, that 
Germany’s bedrock of nazi opinion keeps 
its hand in. The Third Reich is glorified, the 
crimes of the Nazi regime are made out to 
be harmless or claimed never to have been 
committed Anti-Semitism and ag- 
gressive xenophobia rear their ugly heads’’. 

The DVU has three subsidiary cam- 
paigns, one (Aktion Deutches Radio und 
Fernsehen) which campaigns against ‘‘de- 
viant views on television’’, a second (In- 
itiative Fur Auslander-Begrenzung) which 
campaigns against foreign workers in Ger- 
many, demands strict quotas, and argues 
that priority should be given to ‘‘workers 
who assisted the German people and were 
persecuted for it during and after the war’’. 
The third sub-group, AKON (Aktion 
Deutsche Einheit) fights ‘‘for the re- 
unification of all Germany’’, and it was this 
group, in collaboration with the DVU 
itself, which sponsored meetings ir Ham- 
burg and Dusseldorf in January this year 
(to celebrate ‘‘Reich Foundation Day’’, the 
anniversary of Bismarck’s union of Greater 
Germany in 1871), at which the speakers 
were Gerhard Frey and David Irving. 

Both meetings, but particularly the one in 
Hamburg, were picketted by anti-fascist 
protestors, and at both David Irving’s 
message (described by the DVU paper as 
“the huge difference there is between 
historical truth and anti-German propagan- 
da’’) was warmly received, as were the 
speeches of Gerhard Frey, who described 


‘‘the infiltration of the Federal Republic by 
foreigners’’ as being ‘‘the crowning glory of 
the fatal indifference’? of Germany’s pre- 
sent leaders to the interests of ‘‘nation and 
fatherland’’. 

Irving and Frey’s two meetings were part 
of a series, run by the DVU, in which their 
third ‘‘star speaker’? was Oberst Hans- 
Ulrick Rudel, the former Luftwaffe pilot 
whose biography was published in Britain 
by Oswald Mosley. According to the 
Frankfurt Allgemeine Zeitung (6 November 
1981), Rudel is also a leading member of the 
Council of the ‘‘Bund Heimattreuer 
Jugend’ (BHJ, League of Loyal Youth) 
which, together with the GFP, supported a 
series of ‘‘Days of North German Culture’”’ 
at Luneburg in Lower Saxony, in April 
1980, at which one of the speakers was, 
once again, ‘‘britische Historiker David Irv- 
ing’’. The Frankfurt paper went on to 
describe the BHJ as ‘‘at the very least, the 
spiritual inspiration’’, of the extremist 
group which, in the autumn of 1981, was 
discovered to have buried no less than 31 
caches of weapons and ammunition in a 
forest close to the site of the ‘‘Days of 
Culture’’. 

Finally, Irving’s journal Focal Point an- 
nounced in October last year that he had 
been ‘‘a guest at a dinner of the 10th Panzer 
Division in Sigmoringen. The division is 
one of the new West German Army’s elite 
units, commanded by Major General 
Werner Lange. Lange was commander of 
the West German defence college in 
Koblenz eighteen months ago when Irving 
lectured on certain World War II events, 
taking up a challenge of West German 
military historians’’. 
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Compulsive list-buying 


In his interview on Newsnight, Irving was 
uncharacteristically reticent about the 
nature of Focus Policy Group. ‘“‘J have no 
reason to tell you how the organisation of 
Focus is built up and I’m not going to’’, he 
said. ‘‘It’s a private group of people. We 
have private meetings. We have private 
speakers addressing us’’. But in a number 
of other statements, Irving has made clear 
the organisational principles on which 
Focus is based (even if its political purposes 
are shrouded in cliches about ‘‘concerned 
citizens’’ promoting ‘‘traditional Christian 
and democratic ideals’’). In duplicated let- 
ters to potential subscribers to Focal Point, 
for example, Irving stated that his aim was 
‘to bring together the more intelligent 
right-wing people in this country, as a 
movement similar in style to the New Right 
in the United States and France’’. (Letter 
dated 20 December 1981). 

What this means, as Irving confirmed in 
an interview with the Times (1 February 
1982), is the use of large, computerised 
mailing lists, assembled from the smaller 
mailing lists of individual journals and 
organisations, to bring together and com- 
bine supporters of a variety of reactionary 
causes under Focus’s banner. This techni- 
que was indeed pioneered by the American 
New Right, and, in particular, by Richard 
Viguerie, who raised $6 million for George 
Wallace’s Presidential Campaign in 1972, 
and who has in recent years built up an im- 
pressive computer-list of at least 10 million 
Conservatives, to which a network of ex- 
treme right-wing organisations can send ap- 
peals for cash and support in their cam- 
paigns against equal opportunities for 
blacks, gays and women, the welfare state, 
government spending and gun control. 

Irving told the Times that he was plan- 
ning a series of advertisements in a number 
of journals (including the conservative 
Spectator), offering to purchase their cur- 
rent mailing lists for cash; he has already 
paid £50 to organisers of a raffle for Polish 
aid, in exchange for the 10,000 names and 
addresses on the ticket stubs. 

In fact, this campaign immediately ran 
up against its first obstacle. On 3 February, 
the Times printed a letter from the Spec- 
tator’s editor (Alexander Chancellor), 
which, noting Irving’s intention to attract 
lists from ‘‘branch secretaries of right-wing 
groups’’, went on to state that his journal 
had rejected Irving’s advertisement: ‘‘Not 
only are we profoundly out of sympathy 
with Mr Irving’s objectives’’, Chancellor 
wrote ‘‘we also doubt whether the Spec- 
tator is read by the ‘branch secretaries’ he is 
hoping to reach’’. 

Those who Irving is trying to reach might 
be indicated by the fact that individuals 
subscribing to the publications of two ex- 
treme right wing groups have already 
received, unsolicited, Focus material. The 
first group is WISE, the Racist Right link 
between extremist Conservatives and Na- 
tional Front splinter groups; the second is 
the Historical Review Press, which printed 
the anti-Holocaust pamphlet Did Six 
Million Really Die, and which distributes 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf, The Programme of 
the Nazi Party, and American Army bomb- 
making manuals. 


In addition to compulsive list-buying, a 
second technique Irving has borrowed from 
the US New Right is that of swamping local 
papers with letters that publicise both the 
group’s view and its identity. Thus far, such 
‘round robins’’ to the press have dealt with 
the return of national service, the need to 
combat the ‘‘anti-police trend in the 
media’’, and Focus’s oft-repeated assertion 
that ‘‘several well-publicised terrorist 
outrages, attributed to right-wing ‘ex- 
tremists’ in France, Italy and West Ger- 
many, were probably the cynical efforts of 
organisations bent on smearing the Right 
for their own purposes’’. (In one such let- 
ter, to the Ipswich Evening Star, Irving 
stated that ‘‘elements of the Old Left regard 
the emergence of an influential and ar- 
ticulate New Right in France, with strong 
intellectual backing, as a threat, and have 
resorted to these means to discredit it’’; no 
doubt he did not intend to imply that if the 
bombings were performed by fascist ter- 
rorists, then the ‘‘intellectual’’ New Right 
would have been undermined). 


Private rooms 


Third, Focus has made a major effort to 
publicise itself by holding public meetings 
in universities. In February last year, Irving 
himself addressed a noisy and controversial 
series of meetings at the universities of 
Southampton, Bradford, Leeds, York and 
Birmingham; and Focal Point has recently 
advertised for supporters willing to serve on 
a permanent panel of speakers to service the 
universities. Irving’s keenness on recruiting 
students and lecturers was made clear in his 
letter to subscribers (quoted above), when 
he announced that ‘‘we shall shortly be sen- 
ding young men promoting Focal Point 
around the universities — our mailbag 
shows that we are succeeding in attracting 
university staff and students’’. 

Certainly, some students involved in ar- 
ranging Irving’s February meeting, whether 
attracted or not, have continued to receive 
copies of Focal Point, and notices of the 
Group’s closed meetings (“‘private rooms in 
the West End of London’’ is all Focal Point 
itself says about the location). In one case, 
indeed, the former Chairman of Birm- 
ingham University’s Debating Society was 
billed to address one such meeting, on 25 
April last year, on the subject of ‘“‘the 
political infiltration of Britain’s Univer- 
sities — both ways of combating it, and 
ways of promoting it’’; though, as it turned 
out, the student concerned (Richard 
Morley) decided at the last minute to make 
an excuse and withdraw. The immediately 
previous closed meeting (3 April) was to 
have been addressed by Leslie Chapman, 
former London Transport Board member 
(subject: ‘‘How large nationalised in- 
dustries manipulate the truth’’), and Irving 
told the Guardian (7 March 1981) that other 
speakers at such meetings had included ‘‘a 
prominent newspaper magnate, a leader of 
the French New Right, and a Fleet Street 
leader writer’’. 

But the main propaganda effort of Focus 
remains the promotion of Focal Point 
itself. In his subscription circular, Irving 
claimed that ‘‘gradually the publication is 
evolving its own character, rather like a 


right-wing Private Eye’’, and that may be 
the reason why the journal recently took 
out a small ad in Lord Gnome’s illustrious 
organ. Certainly, the character of Focal 
Point is a strange one: much of it is devoted 
to the relentless self-promotion of Irving 
himself (on 30 October last year, an article 
on the writer Macaulay argued that 
historians should be guided ‘‘by their love 
for our nation’’ rather than by any formal 
academic qualifications; on the same page, 
reference was made to a ‘‘notable 
biography’’ of Hitler written by ‘‘British 
author David Irving’’, a man who, as his 
readers may be aware, has no academic 
qualifications for his profession). Another 
running obsession is with the anti-fascist 
left: ‘‘In line with Focus strategy’’, the 
journal announces frequently, ‘‘we shall 
continue to publicise violations of the law 
committed by Searchlight, the Anti-Nazi 
League, the Socialist Workers Party and ex- 
tremist or racist organisations’’ (for Focal 
Point’s actual relationship with racist 
organisations, see below). 

Not surprisingly, the Second World War 
is also a constant theme: there have been 
pieces on Pearl Harbour (‘‘A Mystery Too 
Deep to Fathom’’, 20 December 1981), the 
‘curious case of Tyler Kent’’ (the 
American anti-semite convicted of passing 
information to the nazis in war-time Lon- 
don, 23 November 1981), and of course 
Churchill himself (citing a now disputed 
memorandum, supposedly from Churchill, 
which considered the use of poison gas 
against German cities, 30 May 1981). But 
most interesting, perhaps, is a long piece (30 
October 1981), which demonstrated how 
Oswald Mosley’s Fascist campaign, woeful- 
ly unable to gain real support in Britain, 
was forced to rely on financial support 
from Mussolini’s Italy. What is fascinating 
about this piece, or, more particularly, the 
editorial that accompanies it, is the way in 
which Irving shifts from an implied con- 
demnation of Mosley for turning to 
‘foreign finance’, to the drawing of 
lessons for the present. The British Union 
of Fascists, he writes, ‘‘failed in simple 
terms because, after attracting perhaps as 
many as half a million adherents, it found 
there were no more. They had reached the 
bottom of the barrel — such as it then was 
in England. The British people were not 
prepared, after years of solid Parliamentary 
tradition, to swing behind a mass move- 
ment that seemed, in the Thirties, to be un- 
British — the marches, the uniforms, the 
violent give and take of political street 
fighting’. But then Irving goes on to draw 
retrospective lessons from Mosley’s ex- 
perience which appear to imply support for 
his aims: 

‘‘What should he have done? Evidently 
he should have devoted more time and pa- 
tience to re-educating the British public 
along nationalist and patriotic lines. His 
mistake was to believe that millions of na- 
tionalists were waiting behind their curtains 
in the front parlours of suburbia — just 
waiting for him to march past, knock on 
the door and call out: ‘It’s safe to come out 
now’.’’ (Our emphasis.) 

And the same lesson is drawn more 
graphically in the conclusion: 


‘‘There is a need for a British movement 


dedicated to the real interests of this nation 
and its heritage: but it must come from 
within Britain itself, the people must be 
educated over a period of years before they 
will be willing to provide the means for that 
movement to sustain its own growth and 
make headway against the established par- 
ties of the last century.’’ (Our emphasis.) 

One element of ‘‘the real interests of this 
nation’’ that clearly exercises Irving and his 
members is the need to get black people out 
of it. In the 30 May 1981 Focal Point, the 
following letter appeared: 

‘“A Scotsman’s view of the Thugs. Sir, 
We here in the North of Scotland have no 
wish to provoke anyone. Those making 
trouble at matches should get the birch, 
also those Brixton rioters. There are three 
million foreign people in our midst. What 
was wrong with their own country, did they 
misbehave there also. Here governments 
should say abide with our laws, or out. 
Policemen and women give up their whole 
life trying to protect, also pay high rates 
and taxes, we presume the Blacks and 
others will not refuse the social security they 
enjoy, from the hard and thankless work 
policemen do. Enoch Powell as PM for us 
any day. — J.R. Clarke, Moneymusk, 
Aberdeen.”’ 

A similar message, albeit in more literate 
form, (and with a neat conspiratorial tinge), 
was expressed in the same issue by the jour- 
nal itself: ‘‘For transparent reasons’, 
Marxists ‘‘want to liquidate the Special 
Patrol Group, Special Branch and Illegal 
Immigration Intelligence Unit. (It is not 
hard to see where the Marxists recognise 
their followers) . . . Who are the culprits? 
Focus believes that those responsible are 
not just the thugs on the streets .. . The 
Manipulators are higher up, and many of 
them are whites’’ 

But the most significatit element of Focal 
Point’s racial politics is its advocacy of 
what it calls ‘“‘benevolent repatriation’’. In 
his pro-National Service letter to local 
newspapers of January 1981, Irving argued 
that ‘‘an important hidden benefit’’ of con- 
scription would be that ‘‘if word is noised 
abroad that all those adults who are still 
flocking to our over-crowded island bran- 
dishing their ‘British’ passports, are equally 
liable to find themselves in uniform, 
demonstrating their patriotism toward their 
new country, then the influx may suddenly 
become a net outward flow’’. But the full 
policy had to wait until the 20 December 
1981 edition of Focal Point itself, to be 
described in an article headed ‘‘We Wish 
Them Well, And FARE WELL’’. The 
front page story stated that: 

‘‘Many blacks whom Focus has in- 
dependently questioned do want to leave, 
particularly if there will be a resettlement 
grant; after all, unemployment is rising and 
the first workers to be put outside the fac- 
tory gates will be those perceived by the 
employers as the most obtruse, lazy and ill- 
disciplined . . .’”’ Britain’s black immigrants 
“found themselves uprooted and drafted to 
this country’s inhospitable climate, sub- 
jected to a different culture, and expected 
to live by different norms. They have 
shown again and again that this task is too 
much for them. It is time for the flow to be 
actively reversed. But how? Even voluntary 
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repatriation — or Benevolent Repatriation 
as Focus calls its own scheme — is not the 
sole answer’’. (Our emphasis.) 

No, other elements will have to be added: 
and they include the deliberate drafting of 
‘“‘special task forces’? from “‘immigrant 
leaders’’ to police the repatriation of Bri- 
tain’s black population, including those 
born here and ‘‘the children of mixed mar- 
riages’’. In the event that even that scheme 
is not sufficient, Focal Point sounds a stern 
warning to those who might wish to stay: 
they ‘‘may find that life in the New Britain 
as a dwindling rearguard will be harsh and 
ungenerous’’ 

In addition to repatriation and revi- 
sionism, Focal Point has other obsessions: 
the December issue also includes a pro- 
Loyalist article on Ulster, and the journal 
has run an extensive campaign in support of 
Polish Solidarity (though Irving is unable to 
keep his youthful contempt for the pro- 
letariat quite under control: in a reported 
conversation with a Soviet journalist, 
‘Focal Point’s representative’? wonders 
why the Russians ‘‘were able to be so 
mistaken as to believe that any society 
could exist which depended on the good 
nature, and on the idealism of the workers: 
they don’t have ideals’’). And there are also 
a selection of odd little features, phrases 
and even spellings that might, in the mind 
of a devious reader, suggest that David Irv- 
ing might be trying to tell somebody 
something. Why, for example, does he spell 
the surname of journalist Neal Ascherson 
‘*Aschersohn’’? Why, in an odd little piece 
noting the misuse of the word 
‘‘prestigious’’ (in an archaic usage, the 
word means ‘‘cheating, deceptive, 
illusory’), does he happen to pick on a 
quotation concerning Dr Revilo P. Oliver, 
the American academic who regularly 
writes for National Front publications and 
who was expelled from the John Birch 
Society for the extremity of his anti-semitic 
views? And why, in a competition to iden- 
tify quotations from Second World War 
statesmen, does he pick on a mildly anti- 
semitic quotation from President F.D. 
Roosevelt as his first example? 

(This ‘‘competition’’ contains an in- 
teresting insight to Focal Point’s methods: 
the winner of the £5 prize is listed as 
‘Robert Harris’? of London W14; in fact, 
Harris was the reporter on Newsnight’s 


feature on Irving, and, during a preliminary 
meeting with Irving in the summer of 1981, 
Harris was asked by Irving if he knew the 
source of the Roosevelt quotation. Harris 
said he did, and thus, without his 
knowledge or permission, turned up in 
Focal Point as the ‘‘winner’’ of a ‘‘competi- 
tion’? he never entered, and which he 
‘‘won’’ months before it was set. Harris 
hasn’t received the five quid, either.) 

In addition to the hints it gives of the 
Focus Policy Group’s politics, Focal Point 
also reveals some of its connections. The 30 
October 1981 edition announces that Focal 
Point is distributing copies of a pamphlet 
(Neither Up Nor Down) produced by the 
Racist Right group Tory Action, whose 
leading light, George Kennedy Young, is 
listed among the contributors. Further, the 
23 November edition revealed that ‘‘Focus 
member Roy Bramwell has distributed hun- 
dreds of copies of a recent speech by Sir 
Ronald Bell MP, entitled This Sceptred 
Isle, to a meeting of the WISE group in 
London’’, and also that ‘‘further copies can 
be obtained by writing to Bramwell’’. It is 
interesting that Focus has this open connec- 
tion with WISE, which, as stated above, 
links right wing Tories like Young, Bell and 
Harvey Proctor with ‘‘respectable’’ fascists 
like Andrew Fountaine and Kenneth 
McKilliam (of the New National Front). 
And it is interesting, too, to see Bramwell 
himself turning up in Irving’s group (he is 
also on the Focus local-paper letter-writing 
team): a Monday Club member in the late 
60s, Bramwell addressed the Fascist Nor- 
thern League conference in Brighton in 
1970. And it was also instructive to see the 
name of Len Lambert as the signatory of a 
letter published in the 23 November Focal 
Point, as Lambert was secretary of the 
Essex Monday Club when it was expelled 
from the national organisation for inviting 
National Front Chairman John Tyndall to 
lecture. Finally, the same issue announced 
that ‘‘copies of a new journal, Sussex 
Vanguard, can be ordered at 20 pence plus 
postage from the Focal Point address. The 
summer 1981 issue featured ‘Sussex 
Growers Fight for Survival’, ‘the Kingdom 
of the South Saxons’, and other articles of 
regional interest’’. 

Of interest, too, is the fact that Sussex 
Vanguard’s editor, Michael Corfield, join- 
ed the National Front in 1972, and rose in 
the subsequent years to become an NF can- 
didate and full-time organiser. 

On 4 February, 1978, David Irving was 
quoted in the National Times of Australia, 
as follows: ‘‘I have distinct ambitions that 
are in the steel drawers of those files there. 
All mapped out and planned. I mapped it 
out 18 years ago. I’m about a third of the 
way there’. And, last year, he told 
Newsnight that his life was ‘“‘running to 
timetable’’, but that ‘‘it is very important to 
keep one’s own timetable concealed’’. 

David Irving may well be wise to keep his 
future plans shrouded in darkness. But the 
last three years have given some indication, 
at least, of the direction in which he thinks 
he’s going. Twenty three years ago, Irving 
called for ‘‘a leader in the land’’, in the 
mold of Sir Oswald Mosley. Who knows 
what secret schemes are still locked up in 
those mysterious steel files? 


= ee 


— Pee 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


NEW NF MAN ON RACE HATE CHARGES 


Derek Merry, Plymouth organiser of the New 
National Front, has been committed for trial at 
the Crown Court to face charges alleging 
distribution of racist material. 

Merry (24), of St Aubyn Avenue, Keyham, 
Plymouth, was charged with publishing a leaflet 
‘““NNF We March”’ in October last year, which 
was “‘threatening, abusive or insulting and in cir- 
cumstances where hatred was likely to be stirred 
up by that material against coloured persons and 
Asians in Great Britain’. 

He was further charged with distributing the 
leaflet at Plymouth Argyle Football Ground and 
using words at Stonehouse Creek recreation 
ground on 18 July which were “threatening 
abusive or insulting in circumstances where 
hatred was likely to be stirred up by those words 
against coloured persons or Asians’’. 


NF MEETINGS IN COUNCIL BUILDINGS 
— YES, YES, NO 


Two councils — Harrogate and Sutton — have 
decided to continue to allow the National Front 
to hold meetings on council property, while a 
third — Hyndburn, Blackburn, has imposed a 
ban on fascist groups. 

In Sutton, Conservative Councillors have 
turned down a move to ban the National Front 
from council owned property as ‘‘totally imprac- 
tical’’. The voting was 39-9. Councillor Phil 
Basset, calling for the ban, pointed to the attacks 
on Asian shopkeepers, and the Ku Klux Klan 
ceremony at Carshalton. Conservative Coun- 
cillors, however, said a ban would “‘set a 
dangerous precedent’’. 


RACIST MOB ATTACKED 
MIDDLESBROUGH HOME 


A gang of youths chanted National Front slogans 
outside an Asian family’s home in Mid- 
dlesbrough, before throwing stones through the 
windows. Other houses nearby were also attack- 
ed. 

Six youths admitted using threatening words 
and behaviour to cause a breach of the peace. 
Two of them were jailed, and the others fined a 
total of £600. 

Defence solicitors claimed that the victimised 
family were themselves to blame, in that they’d 
shouted back at their attackers. 

Michael Elliot (18), of Elvington Green, was 
jailed for 28 days, and Kevin Allan (17), of 
Chadwell Avenue, for 21 days. Fined £150 each 
were Martin Johnson (18), Michael Robson (18), 
John Goldfinkle (18), and Craig Turner (19). 

Several other people are due to appear in court 
in connection with the attack. 


RELF’S PROPAGANDA DESTROYED 


Magistrates have ordered that obscene racist 
material confiscated at the home of Robert Relf 
be destroyed. 

The material, including a large quantity of 
leaflets and printing negatives, was confiscated 
in a police raid on Relf’s Leamington home last 
April. 

The magistrates at Leamington ordered that 
the negatives for the comic strip magazine 
Stormer (see Searchlight 71), be destroyed. This 
racist and anti-semitic paper was distributed to 
schoolchildren last summer. They made no order 
over the leaflets. 


ANTI-NAZI NEWS 


Harrogate Anti-Nazi League held a picket of the 
council owned Royal baths when the NF tried to 
hold a meeting there. Over 50 students from the 
college where NF Chairman Andrew Brons 
teaches were joined by others on the picket. 
Some NF members tried to push their way 
through the crown, while Brons and others were 
smuggled into the building through a rear en- 
trance. No arrests were made. ; 

Brighton Anti-Nazi League and the Brighton 
and Hove Committee Against Racialism have 
launched a campaign to free Michael Gale, a 26 
year old man jailed for three months after the 
anti-fascist demonstration in Brighton on 14 
November last year. On that day, hundreds of 
people from Brighton, Portsmouth and surroun- 
ding areas opposed a small National Front march 
through the town. Eighteen anti-fascists were ar- 
rested on public order offences, while only three 
from the NF have appeared in court. They plan 
to hold pickets outside Pentonville prison where 
Gale is being held. 

Gale was found guilty of assaulting Chief In- 
spector Barrie Henry during confrontations bet- 
ween the ANL and the NF. He denied attacking 
the policeman, and claimed that it was an ‘“‘ac- 
cidental collision’’. He was fined £75 for 
criminal damage after Henry said in court that he 
had lost buttons from his tunic. He also received 
one month concurrent jail sentence for threaten- 
ing behaviour. 

A spokesperson for the campaign to free Gale 
said that they were calling for a Home Office in- 
quiry into his, and other cases. They said, ‘“We 
believe that the arrests were carried out in an 
arbitrary manner as part of a police policy to 
intimidate those opposed to fascism’’. 

Brighton ANL are asking for donations for 
those arrested and fined. Cheques should be 
made payable to the ‘Anti Fascist Defence 
League’ and sent to ANL, c/o Students Union, 
Brighton Polytechnic, Lewes Road, Brighton. 
More information about the events of 14 
November are also available from that address. 

In a press statement the ANL said that: “‘It is 
in everybody’s interest to support those arrested, 
both because of the threat that racism and 
fascism pose to us all and because the police 
powers and methods used against ANL counter 
demonstrators are the same as can be used 
against any picket line, lobby or 
demonstration’’. 

Islington ANL have sent a petition of 665 
signatures to the local council ‘‘deploring the 
violence and intimidation of the National Front 
and other racist organisations’. The signatures 
were collected by ANL activists around Chapel 
Market, where the NF have been attempting to 
sell their papers every Sunday morning. Several 
members of the NF are currently awaiting trial 
for violent attacks on anti-fascists over the last 
few months in the market itself or in the Isl- 
ington area. 


CATFORD STREET BATTLE — 
SKINHEADS MARCHED ON 
RESTAURANT 


Six young men involved in a street battle in Cat- 
ford have been sentenced. The Inner London 
Crown Court heard how a street battle involving 
100 skinheads and black youths followed a 
skinhead attack on a black restaurant, on 15 
August 1980. Knives were used, bricks thrown, 
and a cinema partly wrecked. 

Sgt John West of Catford police saw 40 to 50 
chanting skinheads marching on a hamburger 
restaurant frequented by West Indians. He flagg- 
ed down a No.36 bus, ordered 27 of the 
skinheads on it, and took them to Catford police 
station. 

Of the 45 people arrested, six have been con- 
victed and sentenced, and 10 others acquitted. 


KEN LIVINGSTONE MEETING — NF 


CHANTS 


Ken Livingstone, leader of the Greater London 
Council, had to run a gauntlet of chanting Na- 
tional Front supporters when he entered a public 
meeting in Dagenham. 

At the meeting, held on 7 January, Mr Liv- 
ingstone explained GLC policies to about 200 
people. 

Twenty NF supporters disrupted a meeting 
organised by Dagenham’s Young Socialists in 
late January. A girl was kicked and a youth pun- 
ched in the face after fighting broke out. The 
caretaker of the school where the meeting was 
held asked the National Front to leave, but they 
threatened him and pushed through. 

The Young Socialists said afterwards that they 
had managed to overcome the trouble, but that 
the NF were spitting at people as they went into 
the meeting. 

Barkinc Council is holding an investigation 
into the hiring of the school hall for the meeting. 


NF SMOKEBOMB WHITELAW 


To their apparent surprise the Tories seem to be 
the main target of attack from the NF after the 
jailing of Bulldog editor Joe Pearce in January. 
Pearce is serving a six month sentence at 
Chelmsford after being found guilty of 
publishing material likely to stir up race hatred. 
The NF, led by Martin Webster, held an all-night 
vigil outside the prison following a march and 
rally in the town. On the following Monday, 
Chelmsford’s Tory agent, David Barker, 
discovered slogans calling for Pearce’s release all 
over the front of their HQ in Rectory Lane. 

Mr Barker said, ‘‘I don’t know why they pick- 
ed on us. We weren’t even on the route of the 
march’’. 

Even more surprised Willie Whitelaw must 
have been when he attempted to address the 
Young Conservatives in Caxton Hall on 8 
February. Martin Webster, followed by several 
YNF youths, burst into the meeting shouting out 
‘Whitelaw, you bastard’’. 

A smoke bomb was also thrown, which 
Webster denied all knowledge of. Four NF were 
arrested. 


NF THUGS ATTACK STUDENT MINIBUS 


A minibus carrying students to a rally to com- 
memorate the anniversary of ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’, 
was attacked by NF supporters on 31 January. 

The attack occurred in a 200 yard tailback of 
traffic from the Stonebridge roundabout on the 
A45 between Coventry and Birmingham. 

Students who were present say that the 
tailback was caused by what looked like a police 
roadblock, but Warwickshire and West 
Midlands police who jointly cover the area con- 
cerned, say they have no record of a roadblock, 
or indeed of any incident taking place. 

The unmarked students union minibus, from 
Warwick University, was boxed in from behind 
by a minibus carrying National Front supporters, 
who spotted the ‘Troops Out’ badges the 
students were wearing. 

They then attacked the students minibus, and 
shouted for other NF supporters in two coaches 
closer to the roundabout to join in. Weapons us- 
ed in the attack included a screwdriver, stones, a 
cider bottle and a piece of paving slab. A smoke 
bomb was thrown inside the minibus. The win- 
dows were smashed, and the bodywork damag- 
ed, but fortunately no one was seriously injured. 

Eventually, the driver, although concussed, 
was able to drive away across the grass verge. 


Congratulations! To the Manchester 
publican who on hearing a National 
Front supporter pontificating about 
‘cleaning up Britain’’, did just that, and 
washed him down with a hose pipe! 

(Radio Manchester 3.12.81.) 
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IN ITS January edition, Spearhead, 
the personal magazine of John Tyn- 
dall, welcomes to its ranks a new 
contributor, one Colin Jordan. In 
so doing, it patches up one of the 
most long-standing feuds amongst 
the British fascists and also con- 
firms Searchlight’s forecast that we 
shall soon see a new, and potential- 
ly very dangerous, development in 
the reorganisation of the fascist 
groups following the fragmentation 
of the National Front. Tyndall’s 
growing association with both the 
League of St. George and British 
Movement is reflected by other ar- 
ticles and advertisements for their 
previously forbidden literature (see 
Searchlight No. 77). 

John Tyndall’s association with 
Colin Jordan began in the late 1950s, 
as the younger Tyndall learnt many of 
the ways and means of nazism from the 
older, but scarcely wiser, Jordan, in a 
series of small, uncompromisingly nazi 
groups. Jordan always promoted a 
form of ‘pure’ nazism which resisted 
any watering down of the message of 
Hitler. Uniforms, Germanic salutes 
and endless quotations from Mein 
Kampf were the order of the day. 
However, several factors contributed 
to the quarrel between the Fuhrer of 
British nazism and his enthusiastic 
pupil. 

As is customary amongst those who are 
attracted to the politics of the Fihrer Prin- 
ciple, Mr Tyndall after a while decided he 
wanted to chance his arm in the business of 
being a leader. Moreover, he believed that 
Jordan’s obsession with things Germanic 
would prove an obstacle to the growth of 
British fascism, and so when Tyndall form- 
ed his own nazi group, he significantly call- 
ed it the Greater Britain movement. Of 
course, on the extremes of the lunatic 
fringe, decisions are rarely taken in a spirit 
of dispassionate political calculation, and 
overshadowing the rift between the two 
Fiihrers was a matter of the heart; both 
were competing for the favours of a very 
rich and very dedicated French nazi, Fran- 
coise Dior. Eventually she tired of both 
aspiring Great Men, but hell hath no fury 
like a Fiihrer spurned and from that time on 
Tyndall and Jordan marched their own 
separate ways. 

Tyndall eventually merged his Greater 
Britain movement with the National Front 
and later became leader of that organisa- 
tion, until he left recently to form his own 
New National Front. Jordan, bemoaning 
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the fact that the National Front failed to 
acknowledge its nazism in public, was to 
establish the British Movement as an out- 
wardly nazi party. However, an unfor- 
tunate episode, in which a pair of unpaid- 
for ladies’ pants found their way into his 
pocket in Marks and Spencers, led to a loss 
of face and loss of Fiihrership. For the past 
few years, Jordan has kept a low profile, 
writing interminably boring and _nastily 
anti-semitic tracts from his home in 
Yorkshire, as well as reviving the magazine 
Gothic Ripples (of which more later). 

Tyndall, having established his own 
leadership credentials, as a man who can 
lead a party to three hundred lost deposits 
in a General Election, and having settled 
down to a conventionally Aryan family life, 
now feels sufficiently confident to welcome 
back his old rival (besides which his New 
National Front needs some sort of new im- 
petus if it is to survive). For a number of 
months, Tyndall, through Spearhead, has 
been advocating a new unity amongst 
fascists, but now with the entry of Jordan 
the shape of this unity becomes clearer. 

In the current issue of Spearhead, Tyn- 
dall continues his call for a new re- 
alignment, complaining that ‘‘the ship- 
wreck of the nationalist movement which 
began in 1979 has brought to the water’s 
surface numerous political tiddlers who 
have suddenly discovered and enjoyed the 
unaccustomed sensation of being big fish’’. 
And so, to begin with, Spearhead’s marine 
expert gives a catalogue of the most un- 
savoury types of tiddler. There are those 
who advocate ‘‘class hatred’’ and a form of 
‘‘national bolshevism’’ or ‘‘radical na- 
tionalism’’ or ‘‘some such _ verbiage’’; 
nevertheless some of the tiddlers will grow 
to full size fish and their present pinko 
nazism is but ‘‘a youthful phase of political 
development’’. 


Juvenile freaks 


However, the youthful phase has meant 
that the National Front has acquired some 
undesirable types: ‘‘the party has become 
synonymous with homosexuals, ‘punk 
rockers’, football hooligans and all manner 
of other juvenile freaks and cultists’’. 
Moreover, ‘‘the elements that it has at- 
tracted by this buffoonery have been no 
substitute for the fine people that it has 
lost’’. And what Tyndall hopes to do, is to 
join together all the fine people like himself 
in one group and eliminate the riff-raff. 
To do this, he is turning his attention to 
the British Movement, which he says ‘‘can- 
not today, as it was once, be dismissed as 
only having fringe support’’. He recognises 
that some of the BM chaps have “a spirit of 
resentment’’ because they and their smart 
uniforms were once excluded from the Na- 
tional Front. And there’s also another little 
problem with the BM and this concerns the 
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matter of nazism. It’s not that the British 
Movement ‘‘makes no attempt to deny that 
epithet, but, on the contrary, gladly accepts 
it’’. It’s just that some of their supporters 
don’t quite live up to the ‘“‘order. and 
discipline’ of A. Hitler and Co. 


‘‘Between the Nazis and much of the BM 
there is little in common in this regard. Un- 
doubtedly the lost legions of that for- 
midable movement would turn in their 
graves if they were to see some of the 
ludicrous specimens that today sport Nazi 
badges and chant Nazi slogans in the 
streets’’. 


In addition to the ‘‘yobbish loutish’’ 
elements, there are also within the BM, ac- 
cording to Mr T, some chaps ‘‘who look at 
politics as a serious business’? and who 
‘‘believe in the reality of National 
Socialism’’. It’s such a pity that some of 
these serious types (and few come more 
serious than BM’s Ray Hill who continues 
his association with Spearhead with yet 
another article this month) don’t adapt to 
the times. What is needed is not a ‘‘soften- 
ing of their ideals, only the discarding of 
some of the superfluous nomenclature of 
the past’’. For example, the BM’s emblem 
is a Sunwheel topped by an eagle. Now, an 
eagle ‘‘admirable creature though it is, has 
no place in the tradition of British 
heraldry’’ and ‘‘a more approriate symbol 
would be the lion’’. 

This seems to be precisely the point at 
which Mr T left Jordan all those years ago. 
Didn’t the motif of the Greater Britain 
Movement depict a lion squatting on top of 
a sunwheel, and didn’t Mr T drop some of 
the superfluous nomenclature (even to the 
extent of becoming a chairman rather than 
a full-blown Fiihrer)? Despite what may 
have divided them in the 1960s, it is just this 
issue which seems to be bringing Jordan 
and Tyndall together for the 1980s. 


Elite corps 


ABOVE all, both entertain the hope of 
building a nazi party which will not pander 
to the ‘loutish’ elements, but will be com- 
posed of a small, dedicated and highly 
ideological elite. Tyndall’s elite corps of the 
New National Front, STAG, was formed 
with this goal in mind, and the same basic 
notion is contained in Jordan’s piece in 
Spearhead entitled ‘Building the Vanguard’ 
(originally published in Gothic Ripples). In 
this, many of the themes, which have in- 
creasingly occupied the pages of Spearhead 
over the past year-and-a-half, are clearly 
displayed. Above all, Jordan declares that it 
is futile for fascists to attempt to build a 
conventional political party: ‘‘for us the 
days of the political ‘party’, a primitive 
means of political action, are now finished 
and gone for ever’’. 

Jordan: goes on to declare that recent 


electoral humiliations have proved ‘‘the in- 
effectiveness of the appeal to the masses, 
and shown that electioneering these days is 
emphatically not worthwhile’’. In addition, 
the appeal to the masses brings into the par- 
ty people who don’t quite share all the 
beliefs of the leadership, with the result that 
any victory would only be ‘“‘but another 
name for defeat’’. 

In contrast, what is required is an elitist 
movement which would be full of dedicated 
elitists, each one of whom will display the 
‘*will power to turn his back on the temp- 
ting but futile distractions of ordinary 
politics’? and who will ‘‘purge his mind of 
all allegiance and attachment to the existing 
state and system and society’’. Jordan 
outlines the revolutionary mentality of the 
elitist, all the time using a _ military 
language. The new elitist must have the 
knowledge of ‘‘the complete belligerent’’ 
and must address himself to ‘‘the task of 
training to become as far as possible a self- 
contained unit of revolution’’; thus the 
elitist will be ‘‘the political soldier of the 
vanguard’’ as ‘‘an isolated revolutionary 
agent in enemy occupied territory’. Jordan 
then recommends that each unit of the 
revolution should be organised ‘‘on the 
basis of small private local cells of 6 or so’’, 
this being ‘‘a suitable size of operational 
unit’’. 

Having said that, the article finishes 
abruptly. We are not told precisely what 
sort of unconventional, revolutionary ac- 
tivity this militant ‘operational unit’ is 
geared for. 

Also in Spearhead is an advertisement for 
Colin Jordan’s booklet ‘‘National 
socialism: World Creed for the 1980’s’’, 
which is based on an article of Jordan’s in 
The National Socialist, Winter 1981. The 
latter magazine is the official publication of 
the World Union of National Socialists and 
publishes letters from correspondents who 
like to sign off with ‘‘Heil Hitler!’’ or ‘‘In 
NS comradeship’’. It’s just the sort of 
magazine which seems to be addicted to the 
outmoded ‘nomenclature’ which Tyndall 
warns against and which formed the 
political part of his argument with Jordan. 
Nevertheless, Jordan’s article shows just 
how close the two former rivals have 
become in their thinking, and also just how 
superficial are the changes which both want 
to make to the ‘outmoded’ aspects of 
nazism. 


No Spiritual Eunochs 


Jordan’s booklet (which also is taken from 
a series of pieces originally to be found in 
Gothic Ripples) starts off with some long- 
winded stuff about ‘‘the elixir of National 
Socialism’’ and how ‘‘a real National 
Socialist’ isn’t ‘‘some spiritual eunoch of 
the living dead’’, and how he goes about his 
allotted tasks ‘‘with a warrior’s song in his 
heart, because it is his nature to do so’’. 
Having got that out of his system, Jordan 
then gets down to the business of proposing 
what tunes the warriors should be singing in 
the coming decade; and the ensuing 
melodies sound suspiciously like a duet to 
be sung with the Fiihrer of Spearhead. 
Many of the phrases used by Jordan are 
virtually identical with those to be found in 
Tyndall’s equally pompous pieces. There’s 
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the same dire warnings against National 
Socialists who are ‘“‘stifling the supra- 
national and pan-Aryan implications’”’ of 
their creed by seeking ‘‘to pervert it into 
something of the ‘left’ ’’; and employing 
the identical terminology of his erstwhile 
rival, Jordan complains that these lefty 
nazis (by which he means the old National 
Front) are reducing the pan-Aryan 
philosophy ‘‘to a form of national 
bolshevism’’. 

There then follows a criticism, which 
could have been lifted out of any Spearhead 
of the past couple of years, of those deca- 
dent nazis, who ‘‘even go to the extent of 
wanting to dress it’’ (i.e. the Pan-Aryan 
nonsense) ‘‘up literally in the slovenly jeans 
which are today’s uniform of democratic 
degeneracy, to crown it even with the long 
scruffy hair of the dissipated rabble of 
ragamuffins comprising the ‘modern’ 
generation, and to give it as accompani- 
ment even the infernal noise known as 
‘pop’ or ‘rock and roll’ ’’. And they do all 
this ‘‘by recruiting the mindless oafs called 
‘skinheads’, these tonsured, nihilistic 
hooligans being against all order’’. To cut a 
long story short, Mr Jordan, like Mr Tyn- 
dall, likes his nazis to be neat, tidy and con- 
ventionally attired, not to mention, of 
course, being very, very right wing. 

Frontal assault against the yobboes over, 
Jordan then directs a sideswipe against 
those who cling to the outward symbols of 
nazism and for whom the Swastika is ‘‘a 
gimmick for shock’’. According to Jordan, 
such nazis are only ‘‘positively juvenile ex- 
ponents who may be termed ‘Hollywood 
Nazis’ ’’. And what does Tyndall have to 
say in this month’s Spearhead against ‘‘the 
ludicrous specimens that today sport nazi 
badges and chant nazi slogans in the 
street’’? Only that they don’t believe ‘‘in 
the reality of National Socialism’’, but in 
“the Hollywood caricature of it’’. 

The main part of Jordan’s tediously 
repetitive booklet is taken up with the argu- 
ment that, while ‘‘the basic principle’ of 
National Socialism should have an ‘‘ab- 
solute fixity’’, the sensible nazi should show 
‘‘adaptability’’ with respect to ‘‘form and 
method’’. And in a very dogmatic way, Jor- 
dan warns against ‘‘the blindness and folly 


of rigidity’’. 

He also goes on about the need for an 
elite, which should take the SS (who were 
‘*distinctly pan-Aryan in outlook’’) as their 
model, in order to achieve ‘‘a revolution by 
infiltration’’ and to wreak ‘‘systematic 
sabotage’, because the ‘‘real National 
Socialist revolutionary’’ is someone ‘‘who 
appreciates that things have to get worse 
before they can get better’’. And so on, giv- 
ing every clue that the six-some operational 
units won’t be trained merely for picnic 
parties. 

These very moderate and flexible units 
might change their forms and methods 
(even to the extent of having badges with 
lions sitting on wheels) but they must 
preserve ‘‘the bedrock of belief, the basis of 
principle of the creed of National 
Socialism’’. And the most bedrock of all 
bedrock principles is the belief in ‘‘the para- 
mount civilising potential of the Aryan’’ 
and ‘‘the obstructive and destructive 
capacity of the Jew’’. 

In stating all this, Jordan is not so much 
advocating a departure from _ previous 
beliefs, but is asserting the creed of the man 
who was the major influence in the forma- 
tion of his beliefs: Arnold Leese, the leader 
of the Imperial Fascist League. Leese liked 
to add a British touch to his nazism, just as 
Tyndall advises the Hollywood types ‘‘to 
Anglicise their political outlook’’. Leese’s 
touches of Anglicisation included wearing 
his swastika armband set upon a 
background of the Union Jack. In addition, 
where German interests conflicted with the 
dreams of a British fascist empire (as, for 
instance, over the issue whether Britain 
should return former German colonies in 
Africa back to the Third Reich), Leese 
showed an independence of mind, and 
adaptability of form and method, by argu- 
ing the British case. 

Before the war, Leese disdained attemp- 
ting to build his Imperial Fascist League in- 
to a mass movement, and believed that 
Mosley had become a ‘‘kosher fascist’’ by 
seeking the support of those who were not 
ideologically aware. Small clandestine 
operational units were just the elitist sort of 
thing that would have appealed to him. 

And another thing: Leese, whatever his 
views about the place of the Union Jack on 
a swastika armband, was absolutely at one 
with his chums in Germany about the 
bedrock of anti-semitism, even to the extext 
of advocating the mass extermination of 
Jews back in 1935. After the war, when he 
wished to continue publishing his genocidal 
views, Leese founded a magazine, the title 
of which was Gothic Ripples. 

Thus, all this talk of moving with the 
times and Anglicising their National 
Socialism, only means stepping back to the 
old days for Jordan and Tyndall. No doubt 
they are fondly remembering the good 
times they had back in the early 1960s, mar- 
ching around as members of the National 
Socialist Movement, spouting pan-Aryan 
brotherhood in between shouting ‘Heil 
Hitler’. And what was the name they gave 
to their headquarters for all their opera- 
tional activities? That’s right, it was Arnold 
Leese House. Both Jordan and Tyndall 
always had a soft spot for native British 
nazism. 
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WEST GERMANY 


Fascist youth 
organisation banned 


ARMS and explosives and quantities 
of nazi literature were seized by police 
in raids on the houses of a number of 
young neo-nazis in West Berlin early in 
January. 

The raids were all directed against 
members of the Volksozialistische 
Bewegung Deutschlands (German People’s 
Socialist Movement — VSBD) all of whom 
were under 20 years old. The VSBD’s leader 
Friedhelm Busse was arrested in December 
after members of his group were involved in 
a gun battle with police during an abortive 
bank raid. Arms and explosives were found 
in his Munich home. 

The raids followed an order from Interior 
Minister Gerhard Baum banning the 
VSBD. The order was handed to Busse in 
his Munich gaol cell. 


‘Anti-foreigners’ 
campaign in local 
elections 


FOR the first time in the Federal 
Republic local elections are to be con- 
tested by right-wing candidates on an 
explicitly ‘‘anti-foreigner’’ platform 
directed against foreign guest workers. 

The campaign is to be launched during 
elections in Keil in early March, by the ‘Keil 
list for the restriction of foreigners’ (KLA). 
The group, led by a local librarian, a retired 
sea captain and a councillor, intend to cam- 
paign against all assistance for foreign 
workers, including shortening their work 
permits, reducing the number of political 
refugees, and preventing them from bring- 
ing their families to Germany. 

The anti-foreigner campaign in West 
Germany is relatively recent, but its themes 
echo the campaigns of far right groups in 
other European countries: ‘‘Keil is a Ger- 
man city. . . The settling of a constantly in- 
creasing foreign population would change 
the character of Keil for all time .. . For 
the native German population their city 
must inevitably become alien .. .”’ 

The KLA models itself on the ‘Initiative 
for the Restriction of Foreigners’ launched 
by Dr Gerhard Frey’s Deutsche Volksu- 
nion, and publicised heavily in Frey’s paper 
Deutsche National Zeitung. The campaign 
is expected to be taken up in local elections 
in other cities. 

The DVU is joined in the campaign by 
the long established National Democratic 
Party (NPD), which has recently been 
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energetically pursuing its own ‘Citizens’ In- 
itiative Foreigner Blockade’ with meetings 
in a number of cities, and the mass distribu- 
tion of leaflets. 


MOONIES 


Right-wing sect 
restores links with 
WACL 


MEMBERS of Sun Myung Moon’s 
Unification Church, known widely as 
‘Moonies’ have linked up with right 
wing groups in the United States to 
campaign in support of El Salvador’s 
military junta. 

The Moonies are working closely with the 
United Salvadorean Patriotic Forces, run 
from San Francisco by a husband and wife 
team, Rene and Lisa Cormona. Their group 
recently picketed the offices of the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Quinn of San Fran- 
cisco with placards saying ‘Death to the 
Communist priests and nuns of San Fran- 
cisco’. 


Sun Myung Moon. 


The Moonies provided the organisation 
for a speaking tour of the west coast con- 
ducted by the Salvadorean bishop Pedro 
Aparicio, one of the very few church 
leaders in El Salvador to come out publicly 
in favour of the ruling junta of Pivsident 
Duarte. It was in Aparicio’s own diocese 
that four American nuns were raped and 
murdered by members of an army death 
squad. Aparicio later accused the nuns of 
‘‘working with subversives’’. 

The bishop’s tour was cut short by Ar- 
chbishop Quinn, who ordered him to stop 
speaking publicly, and to cut his ties with 
the Moonies. Aparicio replied that ‘‘I 
understand that they are anti-communist, 
and that is important to me’’. 

But the Moonies are having considerably 


more success in Latin America itself, where 
their virulent anti-communism has 
endeared them to the military regimes of 
Paraguay and Uruguay. 

In Uruguay the church has been given 
permission to publish a daily newspaper, to 
build a five-star hotel in Montevideo, and 
to set up a radio station. 

In Paraguay, a ‘‘Unification’’ seminar 
last year was jointly organised by the 
church’s Washington-based front organisa- 
tion CAUSA International and _ the 
Paraguayan chapter of the World Anti- 
Communism League. The event was attend- 
ed by leading members of President 
Stroessner’s ruling Colorado Party, which 
has given strong support to WACL in the 
past. 

The Moonies have a long standing link 
with WACL which was ostensibly broken in 
the mid-1970s, when the Unification 
Church denounced WACL as ‘fascist’. 
That apparently is no longer an obstacle to 
co-operation. 


ITALY 


German nazi picked 
up by Italian police 


ITALIAN police have arrested a 
number of fascists suspected of having 
been involved in terrorist actions 
claimed by the Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei (NAR). 

The arrests followed the discovery on 16 
January of the bodies of two young fascists 
in a car in Lake Guidonia. The men, Gen- 
naro Mondella and Vincenzo Travaglione, 
were both wanted for drugs and arms of- 
fences, and had apparently been killed in an 
internal fascist feud. Both are thought to 
have been heroin addicts. 

Two days later, seven fascists were ar- 
rested; five were Italians, the others Egyp- 
tian. The Italians are all members of NAR 
and Third Position, and some are suspected 
of having been involved in the Bologna sta- 
tion explosion in 1980. Amongst those held 
was Paulo Signorelli, a teacher from Rome, 
who is a leading figure in Third Position. 
Originally arrested in September 1980 
suspected of being involved in the Bologna 
attack, he was released for lack of evidence. 
This time he has been charged with involve- 
ment in the murder in June 1980 of Judge 
Mario Amato, who was at the time in- 
vestigating the activities of the far right. 

The others arrested in the latest raids are 
Sergio Calore, Carlo Filippo Todini, Bruno 
Mariani and Aldo Tisei. 

Only days afterwards police in Avezzano 
detained two young Germans one of whom, 
Franz Bojarski, is wanted by German police 
for his part in the activities of the illegal 
Hoffman Group, one of whose members 
died planting a bomb at the Munich Beer 
Festival in 1980. Hoffman himself is cur- 
rently facing murder charges in the Federal 
Republic. With Klaus Hubel, Bojarski had 
travelled from Jugoslavia, and was staying 
with Vincenzo Garufi, a well-known local 
fascist. 


WAR CRIMES 


Immunity for 
massacre leader 


AN SS officer who led the massacre of 
hundreds of Jews in the Ukraine dur- 
ing the war is immune from prosecu- 
tion, even though junior officers from 
his squad currently face murder 
charges for their part in the killings. 

Untersturmfuhrer Max Taubner, now 71, 
was in charge of an SS squad which killed 
almost 1,000 Jews in 1941. According to 
evidence produced in the trial in Stuttgart 
of some of his subordinates, Taubner was 
obsessed with hatred for Jews, and set 
himself the target of killing 20,000. Those 
who were killed were often tortured and 
humiliated, and the events recorded by 
Taubner on photographs. Many of those 
slaughtered were women and children. 

But Taubner’s brutality was such that he 
was arrested and tried before an SS court, 
which sentenced him to 10 years for allow- 
ing his men to behave in an unsoldierly 
fashion. The court also ruled, however, 
that the Jews who died were no loss to 
mankind. 

According to the 1949 Basic Law, no one 
can be prosecuted twice for the same of- 
fence, so Taubner cannot be brought to 
face murder charges. 

The judge in the 1943 SS trial was Dr 
Gunther Reinecke, who was classified as a 
nazi fellow traveller by the occupying allied 
forces after the war. His actions as an SS 
judge in the Taubner case led in 1961 toa 


decision by the Bavarian Justice Ministry 
that he should be barred from practising 
law. 

Appealing against the decision to the 
court of appeal, Reinecke argued that if he 
had sentenced Taubner to death the 


MecCalden fronts 
for loyalists in US 


lan Paisley. 


A press conference held in Califor- 
nia in late January by represen- 
tatives of Ian Paisley’s Democratic 
Unionist Party, was organised by 
expatriate British nazi Dave Mc- 
Calden. 


The event was part of Paisley’s campaign 
in the US against support for Noraid, which 
has been accused of providing funds for the 
Provisional IRA. Although Paisley himself 


sentence would certainly have been overrul- 
ed by Himmler, who had taken a personal 
interest in the case. He also claimed that he 
had been obliged to make his ruling anti- 
semitic in order to carry through the ‘stiff’ 
10 year sentence. He won the appeal. 


was denied a visa to enter America, the 


authorities allowed in a delegation of his 
supporters, which included the DUP deputy 
leader Peter Robinson, Euro MP and 
former Stormont minister John Taylor, and 
the wife of recently assassinated Unionist 
MP Robert Bradford. 

The group’s Los Angeles conference was 
organised by McCalden, a former leading 
member of the NF, who was a key figure in 
the 1975/6 National Party split, and who 
has, for the last couple of years, been work- 
ing in California for the Institute for 
Historical Review. The Institute is a leading 
propaganda outlet for ‘‘historical revi- 
sionism’’, and a key element in the world- 
wide nazi campaign to rewrite history in 
favour of nazism. It is part of Willis Carto’s 
stable of far right operations which includes 
Liberty Lobby and the Spotlight 
newspaper. 

McCalden, who for some time disguised 
his identity under the psuedonym Lewis 
Brandon, has also been involved in 
distributing recruiting literature for the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

His latest enterprise is the Ulster 
American Loyalist Party, which, like the 
IHR, operates from a post office box 
number in Torrance, California. The object 
of UALP is to carry on the campaign 
against Noraid. 

Ironically, McCalden, who was born an 
Ulster protestant, travels under the name of 
Brandon using a false passport from the 
Irish Republic. 


NF factions 
fight over sales 
pitch 


HOSTILITY between nazi groups in 
South London has led to a dramatic in- 
crease in fascist paper sellers at East 
Street Market, near the Elephant and 
Castle, on Sunday mornings. 

The trouble began in the first week of 
February when competition for a sales pitch 
led to a fight between National Front and 
New National Front members. In the latest 
New Frontier the NNF claim that their 
paper sellers were ‘‘viciously attacked’’ by a 
‘‘mob of old NF supporters’’, and at least 
one of them was badly injured. 

The following week saw almost 50 nazis 
from different groups congregating at the 
market. Many had travelled across London 
from Wandsworth, Islington and Croydon, 
and their numbers included NF national 
directorate members Mike Salt and Ian 
Anderson. Also present were Carolyn 
Giles, an associate of gun runner Steve 
Brady, from Brighton, and Pat Harrington, 
the young Islington NF member who was 
tape-recorded some weeks ago defending 
firebomb attacks which had been carried 
out on left wing bookshops and community 
centres in the London area. 


Their shows of strength coincided with a 
considerable counter-presence organised by 
the Anti-Nazi League, which was respon- 
ding to reports that quantities of fascist 
literature were being sold at East Street. 

There have also been reports of heavy 
nazi paper sales on Saturdays in the 
Lewisham area. 


LETTER 


Over the last few months, we have 
received several letters discussing a 
Searchlight editorial about the urgent 
need for a broad-based movement 
against racism and fascism. We hope 
that readers will continue to use Sear- 
chlight as a place for discussing openly 
and in a non-sectarian way, how to 
build that movement. 


Dear Comrades, 

The January issue of Searchlight contained 
several letters about the October editorial. I 
would like to take up an issue raised by Ted 
Eames of Oxford. He mentioned that the 
downturn of the ANL was linked to rumours of 
expulsions from the SWP over the issue of con- 
fronting fascism. Unfortunately the ‘rumours’ 
are a sad fact. I am writing on behalf of those 
who were expelled and many more who resigned 
as a result of the expulsions. We feel that we have 
to put the record straight. The people who were 
expelled were in many cases recruited to the party 
when the SWP were the vanguard in the fight 


against racism and fascism. They were, many of 
them working class youth who put their heart 
and soul into building the ANL and RAR. They 
were used as the front line at every march, to 
protect participants from any violent fascist at- 
tack and stewarded every venue possible. They 
fulfilled totally the commitment of the party and 
the ANL that the fascists should never be allow- 
ed a free platform to propagate their filthy 
politics. Those who were expelled and people like 
myself who resigned do not believe that you can 
jump on and off the bandwagon of racism and 
fascism just when it suits you. It is a struggle that 
has to be fought all the time. But we were out of 
step with the party line. We were labelled as 
squadists, thugs, who just wanted a street brawl. 
Well, the ‘squadists’ of Islington have managed 
to gain the support of the Labour movement in 
Islington, and respect from the local people in 
the borough as we are the only people who have 
organised opposition to the fascists. All of us 
who were expelled or resigned have worked hard 
to build that support. We also believe that in op- 
posing the nazis you have to be able to defend 
yourself and we make no apologies for our abili- 
ty to do just that. Fascism gets its strength from 
the power to control the streets. We say that we 
will not give them that power, where they can 
rampage at will and terrorise whole com- 
munities. We have to take our politics onto the 
streets, the estates, and the workplaces. The only 
way that is possible in many areas is to be able to 
do it without constant fear of attack and in- 
timidation. If we cannot do that then the real 
organised fight back on local and national level 
that is so badly needed will never be achieved. 

Yours in solidarity, 

Anna Sullivan, 

Organiser Islington ANL. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart iver AGAINST 
ems B RACISM & FASCISM 


HACKNEY, in the east end of 
London, was one of the many 
areas that erupted during the 
summer uprising; it was also 
just one of numerous districts 
which were all too easy to 
forget when the fuss and the 
outrage had died down. The 
press, preferring to focus on 
Scarman, has shown little in- 
terest in those arrested. Yet in 
Hackney (where over 100 arrests 
were made), a_ significant 
number of cases' brought 
against black youths have been 
dismissed in the courts owing to 
the lack of police evidence. 
Hackney Legal Defence Cam- 
paign believes that the street 
violence marked the “culmina- 
tion of years of hostile policing 

directed against black 
youth”. Here, in the light of re- 
cent developments — the cases 
of the Knight family and 
Newton Rose; the appearance 
on the scene of a new police 
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Some of the thousands of mourners who walked and lined the streets on the day of Michael Ferriera’s funeral. 


FOCUS ON HACKNEY 


commander who has_ been 
quick to invite the Home 
Secretary to tour Hackney — 
CARF seeks to examine this 
claim, whilst at the same time 
highlighting some of the pro- 
blems Hackney anti-racists 
might face in the future. 


On the streets 


Less than a year after Michael Ferreira was 
brutally stabbed by fascists, and allegedly 
left to bleed un-attended in Stoke New- 
ington police station, before dying in 
hospital (on 10 December 1979), a new 
police commander of G Division — David 
Mitchell — was drafted into Hackney. 
From the start he made his views clear: the 
NF was the only party that ‘‘spoke up for 
Britain’? (Time Out 15.2.80), while those 
who complained about the use of the ‘Sus’ 
law were usually ‘‘the ones responsible for 
committing the crimes’’. Thus, by equating 
dissent with crime he conveniently legitimis- 
ed the use of the controversial ‘Sus’ law on 
the streets of Hackney. 

In February 1980 he fulfilled his promise 
of putting more ‘‘bobbies on the beat’’ by 
drafting in the SPG — and this shortly after 
the death of Hackney teacher, Blair Peach. 


There was no consultation with the com- 
munity. Indeed, as resentment against Mit- 
chell’s aggressive tactics grew, the leaders of 
the community refused to consult with him, 
and there followed a campaign for his 
dismissal. An outspoken black councillor 
called for ‘‘total non-co-operation’’ with 
the police, whilst West Indian youth at 
Dalston’s Cubies Club barred his entry 
when he came to address a meeting. Mit- 
chell left Hackney last year, but not before 
his views had polluted the air and his 
policies scarred the area: they played no 
small part in the eruptions of July. 


Yet it would be wrong to _ isolate 
Mitchell’s policies for Hackney from Sir 
David McNee’s proposals for London as a 
whole, which included the running down of 
small stations to allow for greater cen- 
tralisation. As Dalston station was swallow- 
ed up into Stoke Newington, black traders 
in Hackney’s Ridley market complained of 
new levels of fascist vandalism — the break- 
ing, disfiguring and burning of their pro- 
perty. Despite these fascist crimes the police 
weren’t seen in the market for days on end. 
Hackney was experiencing the contradic- 
tion of Mitchell’s policing methods: on the 
one hand, more police were injected into 
the area, in the form of the SPG, whilst on 
the other hand, the police did not patrol 
large areas of the district at all, and the 


black community was left vulnerable to 
fascist crime. 


On the housing estates 


The traders of Ridley market were by no 
means the only ones to suffer: many attacks 
are occurring in and around Hackney’s 
decaying estates, where the only addition to 
the grim tenement blocks seems to be the 
racist graffiti that line the walls. In 1981 the 
home of the Singh family was so badly 
burnt during a fascist fire-attack that the 
family were forced to move into their kit- 
chen, where, living like prisoners, they 
heard the council’s decree that they would 
not be re-housed as they had aggravated the 
damages to their property — in order to be 
re-housed. After a campaign on their behalf 
the council did eventually decide in their 
favour. 

If the treatment of the Singh family by 
the council was generally insulting, the ex- 
periences of Pat and Winston Thomas were 
wholly demoralising. In the summer of 1976 
they moved into a new council flat. Within 
three years they recorded 45 attacks against 
them: neighbours could not understand 
why a black family had been allowed to 
move on to their estate — and had a ground 
floor flat and a garden too! Harassment 
took many forms: sometimes, it was verbal, 
including threats to their lives; at other 
times, the racists would dig up their garden 
and damage property; once there was even 
a fire-attack against them. The Thomas’ 
young son was so terrified that he refused 
to go out on his own — reminiscent of a 
child of Belfast rather than of Hackney. 

Inevitably, the violence began to 
dominate the whole pattern of their lives: 
Winston gave up his job, living on social 
security in order to provide the protection 
his family needed. Appeals to the police 
and the local Tenants’ Association for help 
went unheard. Eventually (after a cam- 
paign), the family were re-housed on 
‘medical grounds’ — but this was after four 
years of virtual captivity. 


Recent court cases 


It is in this light that the case of Newton 
Rose, and that of the Knight family must be 
seen. Mrs Knight and her two daughters 
have been charged with causing ‘grievious 
bodily harm’ to police officers. As this case 
is waiting to go to court, and is therefore 
sub judice, it cannot be commented upon 
here. 

Newton Rose was tried for the murder of 
a white youth, Tony Donnelly, at the Old 
Bailey, by a jury of ten whites and two 
blacks. He was convicted by a 10-2 majori- 
ty. The conviction was in the face of strong 
evidence that he was not, and could not 
have been, the murderer. His father gave 
evidence that Newton was asleep in bed at 
the time of the murder. His ex-girlfriend, 
who at the time was going out with Donnel- 
ly, countered police suggestions that it was 
a jealousy killing, by pointing out that she 
was the one who was keen to get back to 
Newton and that he had lost interest in her. 
And a black eye-witness to the murder said 
that Donnelly, who had apparently had 
connections with the NF, was jumped on by 
four white youths who shouted ‘nigger- 
lover’. 


ON Christmas Eve, the Mangrove 
restaurant, a black meeting place 
in Notting Hill Gate, was raided yet 
again by police. Fifty officers took 
part in the operation, with 200 
more in reserve. A Christmas party 
for the elderly was in progress, yet 
the police still came in force with 
riot helmets and shields. 

The police claim that they were after a 
“suspect’’ seen running into the Mangrove, 
and only raided after a ‘‘noxious 
substance’’ was thrown at one officer. 
However, as one club member put it, ‘‘it 
was a raid. It was planned as a raid and 
everything else was a front’. 

The Mangrove has been raided some 25 
times in the last 12 years, most notably in 
January 1969, May 1970, May 1974, August 
1976, August 1978 and November 1980 (see 
Searchlight No.67). Protest marches have 


frequently followed these police incursions, 
providing further opportunity for police 
harassment. After a march in 1969 nine 
black demonstrators were arrested and 
charged with conspiracy. Among them was 
Frank Critchlow, owner of the Mangrove 
then and now. The trial of the Mangrove 
Nine became a battle between the police 
and the black community. The Mangrove 
Nine won. In 1980 Frank Critchlow was 
again one of a group against whom criminal 
charges were brought, and once again he 
was not convicted. 

After this recent raid a protest picket was 
held at the local police station, and the local 
Labour Party has announced that it will be 
setting up a watchdog committee to 
monitor the police in the area. Meanwhile, 
Frank Critchlow has lodged a formal com- 
plaint about damage to the Mangrove dur- 
ing this latest raid. 


The evidence suggested, then, that Don- 
nelly was the victim of an attack by racist 
whites because he was going out with a 
black woman. But all the black witnesses’ 
evidence was ignored. It is interesting that 
the police officer leading the prosecution 
was Detective Inspector Goodall, who came 
under heavy fire from the black community 
in 1979 for his handling of the Michael Fer- 
reira murder. 

The cases of the Knights, the Thomas’ 
and Newton Rose are all important, but it 
must not be forgotten that they are only ex- 
amples of injustice and discrimination suf- 
fered by individual victims of racism. They 
are only momentarily elevated to a position 
of importance: a backcloth of long-term 
social issues, and of discrimination remains 
and which must be fought against on a day- 
to-day level. For instance, the Ethnic 
Minorities Consultative Committee has 
been struggling since last year to influence 
Hackney Library Services to stock literature 
that reflects the needs of the black com- 
munity (this includes removing racist 
literature), and also to employ more 
‘‘ethnic minorities staff’’. For a long time 
the authorities were hostile, claiming that 
these demands were ‘‘too radical’’ to be im- 
plemented. However, the council has now 
promised to allocate more money for the 
provision of materials relevant to the needs 
of the black community. This, at least, is an 
important victory. But as local activist Buzz 
Johnson explains: ‘‘Campaigns have always 
played a major part in securing justice for 
the black community of Hackney, but they 
have always emerged as a spontaneous 
response to individual cases of racism. 
What is needed now is a permanent body of 
totally committed people who can bring 
unity to the various campaigns, showing the 
relationship between them in order to steer 
anti-racists towards a more _ cohesive 
response to racism.”’ 


THE SILENT 


MAJORITY 


IN this column each month CARF will 


reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


New Standard 15.1.82: 


“.. . there were plenty of jokes about Mark 
Thatcher once again at ‘Anyone for Dennis?’ 
last night. John Wells as DT quipped ... 
‘We've been trying to get rid of the twerp for 
years. But | didn’t expect he’d end up in a 
cooking pot in the middle of the Dark Conti- 
nent with Dr Mugabe and his friends danc- 


ow 


ing around waving their assegais .. .’. 


Richard West, ‘Black fire hazard’, Spectator 
16.1.82: 


“".. . Clearly, arson has an appeal for some 
West Indians, who therefore, logically, do 
not welcome the fire brigades though apart 
from Jamaica (and Brixton) | have not heard 
of crowds attacking fire engines .. .” 


Jim Cooke, teacher of construction at a 
Midlands college, interviewed by John Cun- 
ningham, Guardian 1.1.82: 

“". . . Most bricklayers are white, and 90 per 
cent of the lads | teach are white, and they 
hate the coloureds’ guts — literally. This is 
what | can’t understand about the Labour 
Party. They’re standing up for bringing as 
many immigrants into the country as possi- 
ble. I’m not racially prejudiced, but I’m get- 
ting that way inclined. | can’t understand 
why they’re still coming here when there’s 
racial tension. But they’re still coming in 
their droves.” 
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Rochdale DHSS 
Refused 
Appointments 


Allegations have been made by Rochdale 
Council for Racial Equality that the sup- 
plementary benefit office of Rochdale 
DHSS are acting in breach of the Race 
Relations Act. Members of the CRE are in- 
vestigating numerous complaints by the 
local Pakistani and Bengali committees that 
they are being refused appointments to 
claim supplementary benefits. What ap- 
pears to be happening is that a person ask- 
ing for an appointment or somebody phon- 
ing up on their behalf is being asked a few 
cursory questions and is then told that there 
is no point in them having an appointment. 
The commission has noted an increase in 
the number of complaints received concern- 
ing refused appointments by officers in the 
liable relatives section. In November 1980 
changes in the law were made to the way in 
which officials dealt with claims from 
families where husbands went home to Asia 
for a visit, leaving their dependents without 
financial support. (Westindian World 
29.1.82.) The manager of Rochdale DHSS, 
Mr R. Wood, said he was disappointed by 
the CRE’s allegations, as he had held 
discussions with its representatives in the 
past. He had explained to them the 
guidelines for Social Security entitlements 
and had promised to investigate any cases 
of appointments being refused. (Rochdale 
Observer 23.1.82.) 


ANOTHER BLACK 
DIES IN PRISON 


ON 12 January, three days before his release 
from Brixton prison, Paul Worrell was found 
dead in his cell. His parents were told that he had 
hung himself with a shirt and a towel. 

Since the end of last summer Paul had been 
suffering from depression. On 17 September, 
while drinking in a pub, the landlord’s son 
taunted him, and a fight started, in the course of 
which the boy was badly hurt. Paul returned to 
his home in Plumstead and then reported the in- 
cident at the local police station. He was arrested 
on the spot and appeared in court on 18 
September charged with grievous bodily harm. 
He was held in Brixton prison and then made the 
subject of a hospital order by a crown court on 
22 December on account of his psychiatric il- 
Iness. He was to be treated in Bethlehem security 
hospital. As there was not a bed immediately 
available he was returned to Brixton, in spite of 
his fear of being sent back there. On 12 January 
he was found dead in his cell. 

Winston Rose, Richard ‘Cartoon’ Campbell, 
Barry Prosser and now Paul M. Worrell make an 
ever lengthening list of people who have died in 
custody. 

Two questions which the Worrells would like 
answers to are: why Brixton prison has denied 
the right to visit the cell in which Paul died, and 
how he managed to kill himself given that a 
watch was kept on him every 15 minutes due to 
his depression? As Mrs Worrell says: Paul was 
looking forward to living, he didn’t look forward 
to dying’’. 


The Paul Worrell Campaign 
c/o 48-50 Artillery Place, 
SE18 
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area round-up 


Cart: AMPAIGIN AGAINS] 
ems BRAC ISM & FASC ISM 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 


Fire bomber gets seven years 


A youth was jailed for seven years for his part in 
a petrol bomb attack on the home of lecturer Mr 
Narindre Nath Sinh in Norwich. The petrol 
bomb was thrown through the window of Mr 
Sinh’s house and only a closed door prevented 
the fire from spreading to the rest of the house. 
(Eastern Evening News 26.1.82.) 


Car set alight 


A 22 year old black man driving through Tot- 
tenham on Boxing Day was the victim of an 
almost unbelievable attack. At some traffic lights 
five young white men in a Ford Granada got out 
and opened the doors of the young man’s car and 
began punching him. After he had struggled free 
and run to summon help, the five men proceeded 
to kick his car and then set it alight. There were 
several witnesses to the incident but when the 
police arrived nobody would help them with their 
inquiries. (Caribbean Times 22.1.82.) 


Brentwood 


A Brentwood youth told police that he ‘‘hated 
Pakis’’ after admitting threatening an Asian 
family with a petrol bomb attack. Seventeen year 
old Alan Phillips also admitted throwing a slab 
of concrete through another Asian-owned shop 
window. When arrested police found an applica- 
tion form to join the National Front in his 
pocket. Phillips, who had been in custody for 
four weeks, was placed on probation for two 
years and ordered to pay £20 towards costs. 
(Evening Herald 31.10.81.) 

Another Brentwood youth pleaded guilty to 
sending a package of unprotected razor blades 
through the post with a typed note from the 
‘*Brentwood Asian Patrol’’ to an Asian shop- 
keeper. However, defending 17 year old Frank 
Hullyer, Ms Jane Crook said: ‘‘This was done on 
impulse and not as part of a campaign against 
Asians’’. Hullyer was fined £100 with £15 costs. 
(Brentwood Gazette & Mid Essex Recorder 
15.1.82.) 


Bury 


Five youths chanting racist slogans beat up an 
Asian man as he walked through Bury town cen- 
tre. Mr Parvel Akhtar was taken to hospital but 
released after treatment for cuts and bruises. 
(Bury Times 15.1.82.) 


Self-defence 


Three Sikhs who chased a crowd of youth who 
taunted them with nazi salutes and racist abuse 
were each fined £5 on charges of assault and 
possession of offensive weapons — including a 
hockey stick one of them had been carrying on 
the way back from a match. Ms Honor Chatfield 
the presiding magistrate said: ‘“‘The fines are 
small and although the defendants should not 
take the law into their own hands obviously there 
has been provocation’’. (Leamington Morning 
News 6.1.82.) 


Colchester 


A 19 year old youth was fined £100 for assaulting 
15 year old Abdel Rahim. Rahim walked past a 


group of skinheads and was called a Paki bastard 
and told to get out of the country by some of 
them. He then stopped further down the road 
and challenged the youths to come up to him and 
repeat their remarks. A scuffle then took place 
and Rahim was hit but not badly injured. (Even- 
ing Gazette 22.1.82.) 


House set on fire 


Coventry magistrates court was told how a group 
of youths sang racist songs at a Guy Fawkes 
night bonfire before setting fire to an Asian 
family’s home. Two youths were given suspend- 
ed prison sentences for this and two other similar 
attacks. (Coventry Evening Telegraph 16.1.82.) 


Swastikas daubed on car 


An Asian woman was terrorised by two youths 
who daubed racist slogans on her car and her 
front door and garage. Both youths — one of 
them her neighbour — were given community 
service orders at Harrow court. (Harrow 
Observer 15.1.82.) 


‘Vigilante’ groups on patrol 


Unarmed ‘vigilante’ groups formed by Asian 
men aged between 30 and 45 were expected to go 
into action in February in Walthamstow and 
Chingford. Chief organiser Dr Zafar Malik, a 
Walthamstow GP and President of the Pakistan 
Welfare Society, said 60 volunteers were being 
given legal instruction by barrister Saleem 
Qureshi in preparation for their peacekeeping 
task. Their primary aim was to discourage at- 
tacks and harassment and they would call the 
police if trouble occurred. Only as a last resort 
would the groups themselves intervene. Referr- 
ing to the Home Office study on racial attacks Dr 
Malik said: ‘“‘If half the number of attacks 
recorded in the two-month study period had been 
on cats and dogs, the whole of the House of 
Commons would have tabled a motion to con- 
demn it. People seem to prefer animals to blacks 
in this country.’’ (Waltham Forest Guardian 
8.1.82.) 


Crawley 


The Mithali Tandoori restaurant was badly 
damaged by fire after an arsonist using petrol set 
fire to the building in two places. Police said that 
there was ‘‘no indication’’ that it was a racial at- 
tack. Restaurant owner, Mr Miah, said that they 
had only just come to Crawley and they did not 
know who could have done it. (Evening Argus 
26.1.82.) 


Redhill 


Two more Asian shops were attacked in one 
night in Redhill, Surrey, causing £1,200 worth of 
damage. They were the latest in a wave of racist 
attacks on Asian property in the area over the 
last 18 months. Reigate MP George Gardiner is 
said to be keeping a close watch on the situation 
and the incidents have been reported to the 
Home Office. (Surrey Mirror 8.1.82.) 


Watford 


Arsonists tried to burn down an Asian 
newsagent’s shop and home on an estate in South 
Oxhey. Mr Indrakant Patel discovered a pile of 
rubbish that had been set alight and managed to 
put out the fire. Accustomed to racist harass- 
ment and minor damage to his shop, Mr Patel 
said that he was now worried that the attacks 
would get worse. There is also a strong BM 
presence in the area. (Watford Observer 5.2.82.) 


IMMIGRATION 


Security guard on Asian sailors 


The Home Office is employing a security firm to 
guard eight Asian seamen on board a Greek ship 
to make sure they do not go ashore. Four other 


Asian sailors are qualified seamen and have been 
allowed shore leave along with the Greeks but the 
Home Office have said the other eight are non- 
professional seamen on their first voyage. Under 
the 1971 Immigration Act, officials have the 
discretion to refuse shore leave to seamen who 
they think may not come back. One of the men in 
question said he had an Indian passport and had 
no difficulty in taking shore leave in any other 
port. The men were interviewed by Mr Bob 
Rayner, a dock official with the National Union 
of Seamen, after news of the detention leaked 
out. The men he spoke to claimed they were be- 
ing paid substantially less than the official Greek 
pay agreements but this was denied by the Greek 
captain. (Guardian 20.1.82.) 


Guidelines on immigrant convictions 


The Home Office has sent new guidance to police 
forces asking them to stop reporting all criminal 
convictions of immigrants. It asks them only to 
send details of certain convictions and to use a 
standard form. If the guidelines are observed, 
they are expected to reduce the kind of police in- 
quiries which black communities sometimes feel 
are harassment and to stop police submitting 
details which the Home Office does not need. 
(Guardian 7.1.82.) 


Shirley Graham 


A deportation threat hanging over the head of 
Shirley Graham, a nurse from Newham East 
London, was lifted and the decision means that 
Jamaican-born Shirley can stay in Britain for the 
rest of her life. Newham Rights Centre had cam- 
paigned on her behalf and over 10,000 people 
signed a petition in protest against the five-day 
detention she was given at Gatwick Airport last 
August. (Newham Recorder 14.1.82.) 


Save Shaukat Darr and his family 


Shaukat Darr overstayed in this country in 1975 
on a visit to his mother and now faces a deporta- 
tion order. The Home Office has decided that he 
and his seven year old daughter should be sent to 
Kenya where she was born; his wife to Pakistan 
where she was born; and their three year old son 
will remain ‘in care’ in England. A campaign has 
been launched to help them stay in this country 
together. If you can help in any way please con- 
tact: LAP, Box S, 59 Cookridge Street, Leeds 2. 


LOCAL COUNCILS 


Charles Wootton Centre 


Members of a special council working party want 
to axe council financial aid for the Charles 
Wootton Centre in Toxteth, Liverpool and want 
the Council to endorse this. The education centre 
is also used as a base for the Liverpool 8 Defence 
Committee following arrests made last year dur- 
ing the ‘riots’. Council leader Sir Trevor Jones 
commented: ‘‘It has become obvious to us that 
this organisation does not intend to work within 
the criteria set by the city council’’. The centre’s 
director Mr Albert Fontenot called the move 
“‘vet another clumsy racist attack on the black 
community’’. (Liverpool Echo 25.1.82.) 


Bromley 


A motion calling on the Government to wind up 
the CRE has been approved by Bromley Council. 
Conservative Councillor Jimmy Read said the 
Commission were exaggerating the whole matter 
of discrimination and were causing more trouble 
by publishing a booklet on discrimination in 
schools. Education Committee chairwoman Mrs 
Joan Bryant called the CRE ‘‘arrogant do- 
gooders’’ who should be put in their place. 
(Bromley Advertiser 14.1.82.) 


Ex-mayor gets new job 


Former Newham Mayor Len Wood who was ex- 
pelled from the Labour Party for making racist 
statements, is making a public comeback . . . as 
the leader of a new racial harmony group, the 
Newham Council for Racial Equality. (Newham 
Recorder 21.1.82.) 


POLICE 


DPP to investigate assault 


Allegations that a Nigerian man was kicked so 
violently in the groin by policemen in Brixton, 
that he had to have one testicle removed are be- 
ing investigated by the Director of Public Pro- 
secutions. The assault which was reported in The 
Observer took place last November when a car 
being driven by a friend of the Nigerian was stop- 
ped and police accused the men of stealing it. 
The Nigerian man was then dragged out and very 
badly beaten up. (Guardian 26.1.82.) 

Many black organisations are calling for the 
dismissal of the policemen involved in the inci- 
dent and have accused the police of a cover-up. 
Police notebooks with information concerning 
the assault have been reported lost, policemen 
have been found guilty of ignoring key evidence 
and two police officers who had dealt with the 
case have since been promoted. The organisa- 
tions also feel that the most jarring fact is that 
the DPP had accepted without inquiry evidence 
presented to him in a dossier which claimed the 
guilty policemen could not be traced. (Westin- 
dian World 29.1.82.) 


SPG raid 


Desmond and Esbon Riley were arrested under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act following a raid by the 
Special Patrol Group on the Night Cafe, a social 
centre in Holloway north London, which Des- 
mond Riley runs. Apart from the triviality of the 
charges, the raid is also remarkable as it came a 
little more than a week after senior Islington 
police officers and Islington Council’s Chief Ex- 
ecutive had visited the Night Cafe for an infor- 
mal discussion on improving police/black rela- 
tions. Commander Jenkins and Superintendent 
Pepper of the police district insist that no SPG 
operation takes place in their areas without their 
knowledge and co-operation. But both of them 
have separately acknowledged that the initiative 
for the raid came not from them but the SPG. 
Police spokesmen have also denied the sort of 
distinction drawn by the Riley brothers between 
the older, local police officers and the young 
SPG officers whose main aim, the Rileys think, 
is to scare young black men. (New Statesmen 
15.1.82.) 


Brixton ‘riot’ case 


Anthony Amos was sentenced to three months in 
a detention centre for possessing a brick as an of- 
fensive weapon during the ‘riots’ in Brixton last 
April but was acquitted of assaulting a police of- 
ficer attached to a Special Patrol Group Unit. 
His counsel Mr Sibghat Kadri said Amos did not 
deny assaulting the police officer but had done it 
as an act of self-defence because he was being 
‘‘abused, kicked and suffocated’’ by the officer. 
Mr Kadri told PC Mills: ‘‘A lot of you were 
angry. You wanted to get hold of one of them 
who looked as if they came from Brixton. Amos 
was the one you caught and you released your 
anger on him’’. Lord Dunboyne the Crown 
Court judge in the case criticised Mr Kadri’s con- 
duct of the case and suggested that his fees, 
which are being paid out of public funds, should 
be cut. He also complimented the prosecution on 
their choice of counsel and congratulated the 
police unit (the SPG) which arrested Mr Amos 
for its discipline and ‘‘the manly restraint 
displayed by each of them, as evidenced by the 


relatively minor injuries sustained by the accused 
in a violent struggle between him and the of- 
ficers’’. (Guardian 28.1.82 & 2.2.82.) 


DISCRIMINATION 


Fireman in dismissal appeal 


The only black fireman in Lancashire, who was 
dismissed on two charges of insubordination, is 
appealing to the Home Secretary for reinstate- 
ment. Mr Roland Steven had been five years in 
the fire service and before that had spent 12 years 
in the army with a period as section commander 
in Northern Ireland. He is appealing on the 
grounds of unfair dismissal and racial 
discrimination. (Westindian World 29.1.82.) 


Discrimination appeal rejected 


An Edmonton man who was sacked after a fight 
with a fellow worker, in which both were injured 
and received hospital treatment, had his claim 
for unfair dismissal because of racial discrimina- 
tion rejected. Mr Edmond Eastmond claimed Mr 
Ronald Howard had come up to him and said: 
““You black bastard. I will kill you.’’ Mr Howard 
then struck him over the head with a metal bar. 
When the police arrived Mr Eastmond was taken 
to hospital where he needed 11 stitches. A few 
days later he received a letter from Mr Howard’s 
director brother confirming his dismissal. Mr 
Ronald Howard claimed that Mr Eastmond was 
drunk and that he had only grabbed the metal 
bar to defend himself after Mr Eastmond had 
struck the first blow. (Edmonton Weekly Herald 
28.1.82.) 


MYSTERY DEATH 


The body of 20 year old David Holder was found 
scantily clad at top security Dartford Power Sta- 
tion on 13 January. He had been reported miss- 
ing from a Kent psychiatric hospital on 
Christmas Eve but although he had been on the 
missing persons list the police did not inform his 
family for three days that his body had been 
found. A post-mortem held the day after gave 
the cause of death as hypothermia and a full in- 
quest is to be held at a later date. Police claim 
there were problems over the identification of the 
body. David Holder was admitted to the hospital 
immediately after completing a three-month 
sentence at a detention centre for assault on 
police. (Westindian World 29.1.82.) 


RESEARCH CENTRE 
‘RACIST AND IRRELEVANT’ 


A new centre for research into the health of the 
black community has been criticised for 
perpetrating racist theories. ‘‘Linking black 
health problems to cultural factors and then stu- 
dying them is racist in itself. The damaging effect 
of this centre will be to conceal deliberately the 
real reasons for black ill health which are the ap- 
palling conditions which black people have to 
live and work under’’, commented Amrit 
Wilson, author and journalist. The Centre for 
Ethnic Minorities Health Studies which is based 
at Bradford Royal Infirmary has been set up with 
a £30,000 grant from the Joseph Rowntree 
Charitable Trust and additional assistance from 
Bradford Area Health Authority. Dr Philip 
Rack, one of the centre’s directors, admitted that 
the centre and its advisory council has a ‘‘white 
and middle class’’ bias, but said there was a 
growing need for education. Dr Rack said 
research would include looking into what deters 
Asian women from attending ante-natal clinics, 
which has lead to the high perinatal mortality 
rate, and what can be learned from traditional 
medicines. (Times Health Supplement 8.1.82.) 
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NO TO ETHNIC MONITORI 


PROTESTS have followed the anaounce- 


opportunity for all. 


of asking questions about parents’ country of birth, 


Explanation to be given if claimants question the identification process 
shown the UBL 20 card, a claimant ask why such identification is. 


In these circumstances staff are advised to say that the Government is 


11. On bei 


neces 
committed to the elimination of racial discrimination and seeks to promote e 


In order to help establish whether that policy is working, it 


is necessary to have statistics of the ethnic minority groups to compare their 


Proposed Changes in Existing Method 
S5 The present method for identification has become less relevant to present dav 
needs because of the growing number of people of New Commonwealth origin, who are 


born in this country, It is therefore proposed that the tests to be carried out in 


UBOs should be based on ethnic origin rather than country of birth which should ae-r. 


that the identification procedure will be both simpler and will avoid the necessity 


— 


It will also enable comparison 


to be made with data from other sources, notably the Labour Force Survey. 


considers himself, to belong to. The card should only be shown to those claimants 


whose speech or appearance suggests he may be from one of the groups 02 to 07 listes 


below. There is no need to show the card to a claimant who is clearly a white 


person. 
Card groupings Code 
White 01 
West Indian/Guyanese 02 
Indian_ 03 
Pakistani 04 
Bangladeshi 05 
African 06 
Other Commonwealth O07 


Extracts from instruction leaflet to workers in calpain sit Benefit Offices (UBO’s). 


Picket against new ethnic monitoring system. Birmingham 15 February. 
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ment of government plans for racial 
monitoring at selected dole offices. Civil 
Service unions have urged their members 
not to co-operate, and Claimants Unions 
have called pickets. 

A pilot scheme at 14 offices, eater on 15 
February, involves the use of two systems of 
monitoring. 

In some offices, hatterseag Police, Harrow, 
High Wycombe, Washwood Heath, Batley and 
Blackburn) counter clerks will “visually assess” 
claimants, and put them into categories based on 
appearance and speech. Posters will be displayed 
announcing that ‘‘visual assessment’’ is taking 
place, and that claimants can complain. _ 

In other offices, (Deptford, Hendon, Slough, 
Aston, Smethwick, Huddersfield and Nelson) 
claimants will be shown a card, and asked to 
choose between ‘‘White, West Indian/Guyanese, 
Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, African and 
Other Commonwealth’’. The card will state that 
the scheme is voluntary, and has ‘‘no connection 


’ whatsoever with entitlement to benefit’’. In both 


cases names and addresses of ‘‘non-white’’ peo- 
ple are to be recorded and information fed into a 
central computer. 

The Civil Service unions, though not opposed 
to ethnic monitoring as it is presently carried out 
in Job Centres, are adamantly opposed to this 
new scheme. Terry Ainsworth, assistant 
secretary of the DoE section of the CPSA, said, 
“This system definitely discriminates — and 
there is enough harassment of the unemployed 
already’’. He told Searchlight that staff and 
claimants between them could make the scheme 
unworkable; members have been urged to stress 
the voluntariness of the replies. Staff at Battersea 
took unofficial action by joining the anti-racist 
picket outside their office on the first day. They 
are also concerned that the scheme will increase 
tension in the UBO’s, making their work more 
difficult. 

With the racist Nationality Act soon to come 
into effect, and the mounting pressure on blacks 
to prove their entitlement to benefits most whites 
take for granted, the implications of this scheme 
can only be that these ‘racial categories’ will af- 
fect payment of benefit. 


